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Highlights
By Bob Goff

O
n February 7 the ABS Board of Directors met in Orlando, Florida, 

for our first of two board meetings for 2015.  We met at the Gaylord 

Palms Resort hotel. The Gaylord is the location for the 2015 ABS 

Convention, Annual Meeting, and vendor exhibition, October 1-3, 2015.  

It’s a fantastic facility that will be able to handle all of our needs, from 

seminars and vendor displays to breakfasts and banquets. 

Orlando is the number 
one tourist destination in the 
world. This will be the first 
ABS Convention in Florida, 
which also happens to be 
the third-largest state for ABS 
membership. We are excited 
about Florida and hope that 
many of our members will 

attend. Bring your spouse and family 
along and enjoy a few additional days 
in Orlando at the area attractions. Whit 
and Melissa are busy with details 
and getting speakers for seminars  
and our DayBreaker breakfasts, spon- 
sored by Falcon Insurance. Tom is 
putting together a full schedule of 
seminars starting Thursday afternoon 
through Saturday, including special 
speakers and portions of the BPPP 
Systems, Procedures, and Techniques 
ground school. We’ll have a Pilot Com- 
panion course and other activities 
for the right-seaters and families in 
the Convention hall and around the 
Orlando area. 

Board Meeting  
Highlights

We had a financial update on our 
investments and a report on mem
bership from ABS Executive Director 
Whit Hickman. Our membership 
numbers are again on the rise, topping 
9,000. We have experienced a sudden 
rise in new membership due in part  
to our very popular BPPP flight train- 
ing program. Whit also reported 

on our website development 
program. We will roll out the first 
phase of our totally new website 
later this year. 

With the success of last 
year’s Air Safety Foundation 
year-end giving campaign, we 
are able to move forward with 
several parts of the 2015-2017 

ABS President’s Comments
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ASF Strategic Plan. Very soon you’ll 
see the ABS Maintenance Academy 
video program alongside BPPP and the  
ABS Flight Instructor Academy, all free 
to members on the ABS website. ABS 
Senior Technical Advisor Bob Ripley 
stars in the five-part video program, 
which presents several sections of 
our live mechanic training program. 
ASF Executive Director Tom Turner  
is busy updating and adding to the 
BPPP Online courses and will soon 
unveil a special Baron video program 
ABS is co -producing with Sporty’s 
Pilot Shop. 

Recognizing  
One of Our Own 

The National Association of Flight 
Instructors announced in early Feb- 
ruary that ABS’s Tom Turner is being 
inducted into the Flight Instructor 
Hall of Fame. Tom is one of two flight 
instructors to be inducted in 2015. 
The ceremony will be held Thursday 
evening of Sun ’n Fun.

Much of this recognition is the 
result of the work Tom has done  
for the members of ABS over the  
last 11 years. Tom single-handedly 
took BPPP Online from concept 
to operation, and the ABS Flight 
Instructor Academy was entirely 
his vision to make BPPP instruction  
widely available to ABS members 
and to train the next generation of 
Beechcraft instructors. 

These industry-leading programs, 
which are meeting the goal of dra
matically increasing participation in 
BPPP, are now being copied by Cirrus, 
Mooney, Piper and other type clubs.

The official Flight Instructor  
Hall of Fame announcement is on  
the next page. On behalf of the  
ABS Board of Directors, we con- 
gratulate Tom on this well-deserved  
honor. 

Bob Goff is a retired businessman  
and has been an active ABS member and  
Life Member for more than 25 years. 
He flies a 2014 G36.
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Tom Turner has been a flight instruc-
tor since 1988, after having served as an 
officer in the United States Air Force. 
He has served aviation in a variety of 
roles, most recently as executive direc-
tor of the American Bonanza Society 
Air Safety Foundation and editor- in-
chief of ABS Magazine. In his tenure at 
the Society, Turner has developed and 
grown programs such as the Beechcraft 
Pilot Proficiency Program and the ABS 
Flight Instructor Academy. These pro-
grams educate and standardize pilots 
and flight instructors in the techniques 
of flying Beech aircraft, drawing on  
the collective experience of American 
Bonanza Society instructors over the 
past three decades.

In addition to his duties at ABS, 
Turner has been a FAASTeam Lead 
Representative since the program’s 
inception, earning the 2010 National 
Safety Team Representative of the 
Year and 2008 FAA Central Region 
CFI of the Year awards. He serves on 
safety committees with NBAA, has 
presented forums at both Sun ‘n Fun 
and EAA AirVenture, and is a co-
founder and past chairman of EAA’s 
Type Club Coalition, among his many 
other services to the community. He is 
author of three books: Weather Patterns 
and the Phenomena: A Pilot’s Guide; 
Cockpit Resource Management: The 
Private Pilot’s Guide; and Controlling 
Pilot Error: Checklists and Compliance, 
and hundreds of articles in numerous 
aviation periodicals and websites. 
Tom’s free FLYING LESSONS Weekly 
aviation safety e-newsletter is available 
at www.mastery-flight-training.com. 

The full list of inductees in the  
National Flight Instructor Hall of Fame is at 

www.nafinet.org/programs/hof.aspx. 

Thomas P. Turner
National Flight Instructor  

Hall of Fame 2015 Inductee

T
he National Association of Flight Instructors’ primary mission is 

to promote excellence in flight instruction. Excellence takes many 

forms, but, in the end, it means that the individuals who show this 

quality are delivering a service to their students and the aviation community 

that will serve both.  As part of promoting this characteristic, the NAFI 

Hall of Fame was established 28 years ago to recognize those individuals 

who exemplify this quality.  This year, NAFI is proud to announce two 

outstanding individuals as inductees into the Hall of Fame.  One of two  

2015 inductees is Thomas P. Turner.



Volume 15 • Number 3	 AMERICAN BONANZA SOCIETY	 5



6	 AMERICAN BONANZA SOCIETY	 MARCH 2015

www.bonanza.org

Sun ’n Fun is 
April 21-26

 S
pend your spring break with ABS at Sun ’n Fun in Lakeland, Florida!   Stop by the ABS tent at our  

new location, Lot #90 in the North Exhibits behind Hangar “A” (see map).  Check out our new  

ABS merchandise, renew your membership, or speak with an ABS Technical Advisor.   

This is also a great opportunity to see old friends and make some new ones. 

Operations ABS

Join us at the

ABS Sun ‘n Fun Dinner
Wednesday, April 22 at the Hilton Garden Inn on the Lakeland Linder Airport

(North side near the old airline terminal)

Stop by the ABS tent at our NEW location, lot #90 in the North Exhibits located behind hangar "A".

REGISTER NOW! 
under EVENTS at www.bonanza.org  
or by calling ABS at 316-945-1700

Cost is $30 and includes:

� Buffet dinner at the Hilton Garden Inn
� Cash Bar
� Door prizes from ABS advertisers and ABS
� A quick update on ABS programs  
 & exciting 2015 ABS events
� Good times with your Beech-flying friends

by J. Whitney Hickman

Continued on page 8.
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The ABS member and guest dinner 
will be at the Hilton Garden Inn (across 
from the Lakeland Lindner Regional 
Airport terminal) on Wednesday evening, 
April 22. We will give an update on all 
of the new and exciting ABS programs 
and a preview of ABS events for 2015. 
We will also have door prizes from our 
advertisers and time to socialize with 
other ABS members – so don’t miss out 
on a great evening. Register today by going 
to www.bonanza.org, or call Melissa at 
316-945-1701.  The cost of the buffet  
is $30. Registration ends April 17. 

You can help make Sun ’n Fun success- 
ful by volunteering for a shift as a greeter 
at the ABS tent. Pick an hour or two any
time Tuesday through Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Last year we had over 240 
members visit our booth and we anticipate 
even more this year. This is a great way to 
be part of the fun and interact with mem- 
bers and new prospects. Please contact 
events@bonanza.org or 316-945-1701 for 
more information on becoming a volun- 
teer. Stay tuned in to the ABS website and 
ABS Magazine for additional information. 
I look forward to meeting you!

2015 ABS Convention to be in Orlando

Save the date: October 1-3 for the 2015 ABS Convention. The Gaylord 
Palms Resort and Spa Hotel, just minutes away from Disney, Sea  
World, and all of the Orlando area attractions, will be our host hotel. The 
convention will feature: 

•	Welcome Reception

•	Exhibit Hall 

•	 Informative Beechcraft-specific seminars including  
BPPP systems & procedures 

•	Two Falcon DayBreaker breakfasts, sponsored by Falcon Insurance 

•	The ABS Annual Meeting during the Saturday morning DayBreakers

•	Guest speakers, lunches, dinners, and our banquet on Saturday night 

Friday will be a free evening for you to enjoy all of the local attrac- 
tions. Bring the entire family for this awesome three-day convention, as  
we will have activities for spouses and children. This is your opportunity 
to learn from the experts on Beechcraft maintenance, flying, modifica- 
tion, and ownership. 

Our host FBO is Signature Flight Support at Kissimmee Gateway Airport 
(KISM). Signature will offer overnight parking and discounted fuel prices. 
ABS will have shuttle service between Signature and the Gaylord Palms 
Resort.  Signature will also have rental cars available. The airport is a 15-20  
minute drive from the resort. If you are flying into Orlando 
International, rental car and taxis will get you to the hotel in 
about 30 minutes. 

A more complete schedule of events will be on the ABS 
website and in the April magazine. 
Registration will open April 1 at www.
bonanza.org and 316-945-1700.

J. Whitney Hickman  
Executive Director 
whit@bonanza.org

A m e r i c A n

B o n A n z A
S o c i e t y
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BPPP Online Takes Off

I
n January 2015, the first month of free BPPP online courses to ABS 

members, 625 pilots enrolled in BPPP for the very first time.  This is  

7% of the total ABS membership, members who have never taken  

BPPP before – all enrolling in a single month.  Historically in a good year  

the Beechcraft Pilot Proficiency Program has trained about 500 pilots.  

At least half of those who enrolled for the first time in January indicate  

they intend to fly with a BPPP instructor. The number will likely go up,  

since members can add on flight training any time within a year of 

completing the BPPP Initial or Recurrent course. 

Meanwhile, 128 new members 
joined in January, many specifically 
telling us they joined to have access 
to BPPP online courses. This is the 
largest single month of first-time 
memberships in at least five years. 
Further, at least a dozen pilots who 
had let their membership expire tell 
us they rejoined because BPPP is 
available as a member service.

You’ll learn a lot by taking your 
free BPPP online initial and recurrent 
courses. You’ll learn even more by 
flying with an expert BPPP instructor 
near your home or favorite flying 
getaway, about four hours’ instruc- 
tion for only $395 – and potentially 
worth an insurance discount that  
pays the cost of your training (ask  
your agent or broker). Learn life- 
saving and flight enhancing skills 
by taking the free online classes 
and flying with the Beechcraft Pilot 
Proficiency Program. 

New BPPP Sponsor

The ABS Air Safety Foundation 
welcomes Starr Insurance as a sponsor 
of BPPP.  Whit Hickman and I flew an 
A36 down to Falcon Insurance’s office  
in Kerrville, Texas, in January and 
met with Jim Anderson, senior vice 
president of Starr’s Aviation Division. 
Jim is a long-time supporter of BPPP, 
and pledged his company’s continued 
support for ABS members who com- 
plete ABS’s pilot training program. Ask 
your aircraft insurance agent or broker 
for the Starr Aviation quote.

NBAA Safety Committee

On behalf of ABS I serve on the 
National Business Aviation Association 
(NBAA) Safety Committee, and in the 
Single-Pilot Safety Working Group 
(SPWG). Chaired by ABS member and 
corporate flight department business 
consultant Jim Lara, who uses his B55 
Baron extensively in his practice, the 

SPWG addresses safety concerns for 
pilots who operate business aircraft 
in single-pilot, IFR operations: single-
engine piston airplanes through 
piston twins, turboprops, and single-
pilot jets. The SPWG and NBAA 
Safety Committee benefit ABS by 
putting me in contact with industry 
and government safety and training 
leaders, who give me ideas to bring 
back to BPPP and other ABS member 
services.

The SPWG held a one-day strategic 
planning session in San Diego in late 
January, which I co-chaired with 
Jim Lara, followed by the full Safety 
Committee’s two-day annual meeting. 
The SPWG’s main product is NBAA’s 
annual Single-Pilot Safety Stand-Down, 
this year on November 16 in Las Vegas. 
Watch for this and more on single-
pilot safety at www.nbaa.org and in 
ABS Magazine – including this month’s 
Safety Pilot article “The Unique Risks 
of the Business Pilot” on page 18.

ABS Maintenance 
Academy

ASF is nearly complete with the 
ABS Maintenance Academy online 
video program. Written and hosted 
by ABS Lead Technical Advisor Bob 
Ripley, the program covers topics 
presented to mechanics in the live 
ABS Maintenance Academy weekend 
courses. The professionally videoed 
and edited, five-video online Academy 
will be free to all ABS members. It will 
go live on the ABS Online Training 
Center alongside BPPP and the ABS 
Flight Instructor Academy in April.

By Thomas P. Turner

Operations ASF
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If you are a certificated mechanic 
employed full-time in a facility that 
maintains piston airplanes, apply to  
attend the hands-on, live ABS Main- 
tenance Academy to be held at the 
Beechcraft Heritage Museum at 
Tullahoma, Tennessee, September 
18-20. Or encourage your mechanic 
to join ABS and attend. The April 
Academy at Poplar Grove Airmotive  
in Poplar Grove, Illinois, is fully  
booked. More information and the  
application for the tuition-free Sep
tember event are under MECHANIC 
TRAINING at www.bonanza.org. 

The live and online ABS Mainte
nance Academies are examples of how 
we put your tax-deductible donations 
to use to improve your safety and your 
Beechcraft ownership experience. 
Thanks for your past support and 
future donations to the not-for-profit 
ABS Air Safety Foundation.

Sun ’n Fun Seminar

I will be presenting a “Flying the 
Beech Bonanza and Baron” seminar 
at Sun ’n Fun at Lakeland, Florida. 
Come by Seminar Room 2 at 10 a.m. 
on Friday, April 24. We’ll see you 
at the ABS display and the annual 
Wednesday night ABS Sun ’n Fun 
dinner as well. 

ABS Tent Topics  
at Oshkosh 

Will you be attending EAA 
AirVenture at Oshkosh this summer? 
Do you have a skill, experience, or 
tip to share with your fellow Beech 
pilots? Give an ABS Tent Talk in the 
ABS tent at Oshkosh. Tent Talks are 
informal, 50-minute presentations on 
topics of interest for Beech pilots and 
ABS members. Send your Tent Topics 
proposal to me at asf@bonanza.org. 

Thomas P. Turner  
Executive Director 
asf@bonanza.org
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 F
 or several years now my wife and I have been vacationing in the 

Bahamas along with various other couples from the Austin, Texas, 

area. We all own Bonanzas.  In June or July, when our summer 

schedules line up, we load the airplanes and head east.  This year 

our flight consisted of John Harlan’s 1968 V35A, Glenn Watson’s 1975 A36,  

and my 1977 V35B. 

With the flexibility and capability of these airplanes, we avoid the major 
tourist hubs of Nassau and Freeport and head for more remote spots. This year 
we flew into Marsh Harbour (MYAM) in the Abaco Islands, also known as the 
Out Islands. The flight to Marsh Harbour is a little over an hour from the Florida 
coast, with only 60 miles of open water before one is comfortably following 
white sand beaches fronting aquamarine waters. From Marsh Harbour, we took 
a ferry to Hope Town on Elbow Cay, and from there a golf cart to our rented 
house on the beach.

Beeches to the Beaches
By Andrew Wright, with John Harlan and Glenn Watson

Beechcraft of the Month 
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Relaxing, de-stressing, and detoxing in the Out Islands 
for a week is without compare. This year we rented the same 
house that we rented on our last trip, having determined 
that, for our price range (and possibly for any price range) 
it could not be beat. The pristine beach stretching in front 
of the house faces east toward the open ocean, and there 
are seldom more than a handful of people in view in either 
direction. The ocean water is the perfect temperature for 
swimming or just floating for hours. The reefs about 20 
yards offshore offer great snorkeling. The marsh side bays 
of the island offer conch shells, sand dollars, starfish, and 
jellyfish. Hope Town is a 15-minute walk down the beach 
or a five-minute golf cart ride down the road. It has just 
enough bars, restaurants, and shops to make the town 
interesting without being overly touristy. There is even  
a coffee shop and an ice cream parlor. Boat rentals,  
dive trips, and sport fishing trips of various kinds leave 
from the harbor.

Still, after four days of doing little beyond depleting 
our supply of 100 percent Agave, the pilots on the 
trip began to get restless. Over the past few years we 

three pilots have been doing some rather unusual flying. 
Glenn has been shooting air-to-air formation photography, 
with his co-owner David Zavaleta, John, myself, and 
several other Austin area pilots acting as photoship or 
subject aircraft pilots. (David did not accompany us on 
this trip, having returned from his own Bahamas trip in 
the A36 just a couple of weeks earlier.) Increasingly we 
are flying sorties at and on behalf of airshows. Over the 
years, our “kill list” has grown to include single and multi-
ship shots of many aircraft, including the Bonanza, Baron, 
Queen Air, King Air, Skycatcher, Cirrus, Pilatus, Albatross, 
Stearman, various warbirds, helicopters, and jets; the 
Blue Angels, the F-22 Raptor, and many famous aerobatic 
airshow pilots, including myself (cough). So here we are, a 
photographer, two formation pilots, and three Bonanzas, 
stuck on a remote island surrounded by the most beautiful 
backdrop scenery to be found, and running out of booze. 
What to do?

Beeches to the Beaches

Cover and photos courtesy of  
Glenn Watson, MachPointOneAviation.com

V35B over Elbow Cay Beaches
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The A36, with the rear doors removed 
legally per the POH, is one of the best air-to-air 
photography platforms available. The aft-facing 
second row of seats positions the photographer 
at the edge of the huge door opening, providing 
a broad field of view for capturing subjects 
from a variety of angles. Stable from 80 knots 
to 160 knots, the maximum speed permitted 
with doors removed, the A36 can hang with a 
Stearman, fly slow enough to provide aerobatic 
airshow aircraft with excess power for high drag 
maneuvering, and go fast enough to stay with the 
Blue Angels F/A-18s.

On the fifth day of our week in paradise, the 
three pilots boarded the 8:00 a.m. ferry from  
Hope Town to Marsh Harbour. Summoning the 
energy to make this short trip was a little diffi
cult, but we knew it would be worth it and that 

we’d be back in time to recuperate in 
the afternoon. At Marsh Harbour we 
explained to Bahamas Customs that 
we wanted to use our cruising permits 
for a couple of flights without actually 
landing anywhere, which raised a few 
eyebrows. We then sterilized the cabin of 
the A36 and pulled the doors off, which 
undoubtedly raised a few more.

The lead pilot on any formation flight 
has several important responsibilities: see  
and avoid traffic, handle all navigation and  
communications, and maneuver smoothly 

From the photographer’s viewpoint.

14
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so that the wing aircraft can stay in 
position. On a photo flight, lead must 
also position the flight at the right 
altitude and location for good lighting 
on the subject aircraft and desirable 
backdrop scenery. The wing pilot 
has simpler but no less important 
responsibilities: keep sight of lead 
at all times, maneuver in position as 
directed by the photographer, and 
don’t hit the photoship.

For the first flight John flew the 
A36 as lead and I flew my V35B as 
wing. We planned the flight for a 15- 
minute loop that would avoid over
flight of land, since we were unclear 
whether a Bahamas rule about “no 
flight below 2,000 feet over Abaco 
Island” applied. With the morning 
sun still in the east and the door of 
the A36 on the right side, we flew 
the main photo leg southbound 

V35A passing Hope Town, Elbow Cay

The pristine beach 
stretching in front of the 
house faces east toward 

the open ocean, and there 
are seldom more than a 

handful of people in view 
in either direction.
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along the islands about 500 feet off the 
beaches and 300 feet above the water. To 
get the right backdrops, I flew about two to 
three wingspans laterally from the A36 and 
20 to 30 feet below, so that the camera was 
looking down towards the scenery. While I 
was focused on the A36 the entire time, I was 
still aware through my peripheral vision that 
I was very much “feet wet,” with the water 
not far below. Back at Marsh Harbour, Glenn 
declared that we had gotten the shots, so we 
planned the second flight the same way. I flew 
the A36 as lead with John flying his V35A as 
the subject. Finally able to look at the scenery, 
I knew that we would have some great shots 
from these flights. 

 It is hard to believe that our airframes average 40 years 
old. They of course have some upgrades, such as en- 
gine monitors, GamiJectors, and IFR GPS, but no fancy 

panels. They deliver exceptional capability, versatility, 
and value for a variety of missions. Our Bahamas mission 
gave us great memories and photos that will last a lifetime. 

For more of our air - to-air photography, please see Mach 
PointOneAviation.com and CarbonFiberAirshows.com on the 
web, and MachPointOneAviation and CarbonFiberAirshows 
on Facebook.  See you on the beaches!

Four V-tails on another mission.
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Y
ou derive great pleasure and satisfaction 

from flying your Beechcraft. You enjoy being 

aloft, the interaction with other pilots and 

controllers, and the feeling of mastery over  

a complex technical skill.  Flying may be an artistic or 

creative outlet, and can enhance your perspective  

on other aspects of your life. 

But if you fly as part of running a business you own 
or manage, ultimately the airplane is a business tool. 
Flying gives your business a greater operational reach.  

It permits you to more closely oversee remote operations 
and better serve your customers. A company airplane lets 
you outflank the competition. Your Bonanza or Baron is  
a vital extension of your business. 

The National Transportation Safety Board tells us busi- 
ness flying is statistically much safer than general aviation 
as a whole. Unfortunately, there are still deadly mishaps in 
business aviation. And more disturbing, there is a clear trend 
upward in the rate of fatal business flying accidents. Business 
flying, in fact, is the only category of general aviation with 
an increasing fatal accident rate. Although recent data show 
the total number of fatal accidents is decreasing since 2010, 
the business aviation rate continues this upward trend.

Safety Pilot
By Thomas P. Turner

The Unique Risks of the 
Business Pilot
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The things that make us safer in all types of general 
aviation – crosswind control, fuel management, weather 
avoidance, aircraft maintenance, emergency prepared- 
ness – work equally well in the business cockpit. There are 
some aspects of flying an airplane in the furtherance of  
a business, however, that add an additional layer of risk. 
The good news is that, if you apply the same forward 
thinking to piloting the company airplane that you do to 
piloting the company itself, there are ways to manage the 
unique risks of the business pilot.

Schedule

What good is a business airplane if you can’t fly where 
you want, when you want? There are some conditions 
or situations that, despite your best efforts, are going 
to require you delay or cancel a flight. A line of strong 
thunderstorms, heavy icing conditions, or areas of low 
fog can make the no-go decision easy. Severe personal 
health issues or major mechanical issues with the 
airplane are also obvious no-go calls. The unique risks 
of the business pilot occur when the conditions are not 
so clear-cut – situations that require a judgment call, 
and which may be in direct opposition to your business 
transportation needs.
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True Story

While I was a young flight instructor in a one-man 
flight school in Sedalia, Missouri, a shiny new A36 landed 
at our rural airport. Two passengers drove off with their 
local business contact, while the pilot stayed behind. 
I learned the airplane was owned by a chain of funeral 
homes based in Topeka, Kansas, and the passengers  
were company owners on an inspection tour of their 
remote offices. 

As the afternoon wore on the pilot was watching a  
line of thunderstorms form along the Kansas/Missouri 
border on the FBO’s computer. When the company owners 
returned he explained that the storms were cutting off  
their path home, and they would have to wait a couple 
of hours until the line blew past. The passengers became  
very agitated, one stating repeatedly that he had to get 
back to Topeka for a very important meeting. They were 
heavily pressuring the pilot to get them through the line 
of storms that was by then solid, severe, and extending 
hundreds of miles in each direction. One owner threat- 
ened to fire the pilot and looked at me in a way that 
suggested, “You’d get me through it, wouldn’t you, kid?” 
The pilot then told his bosses something very wise:  
“Do you want to be owners of a funeral home, or its 
customers?”  The passengers backed down immedi- 
ately. An hour - and - a - half later they were airborne 
in smooth, clear skies behind the line of storms after  
it passed.

That pilot’s dedication and his quick summation of the 
situation to his passengers left a great impression on me. 
Looking back, I wonder what would have happened if 
one of the business owners was the pilot himself. Would 
he have let the stress of an impending meeting cloud his 
judgment, and try to pick his way through the storms? 
So very often that’s exactly what we read about when a 
business airplane is involved in a crash.

Risk Factors

Let’s look at the risk factors, and suggest some ways  
you can avoid making a bad business aviation call: 

 	Weather: Assuming you and the airplane are 
instrument rated and current, there’s not much you 
can do about the weather. NEXRAD uplinks and ADS-B 
weather are a help, but they do not alter the airplane’s 
ability to handle adverse weather … they just make it 
easier to avoid getting too close to it. Weather hazards 
are the #1 reason for delays and cancellations of 
airline flights, and your business-use airplane isn’t any 
different. In other words, there’s no such thing as an 
all-weather airplane. The more you fly, the more often 
you’ll cancel or re-schedule flights. 
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So how do you protect against adverse weather im
pacting your business schedule? Like any other business 
contingency, you plan for it. Be ready to leave a few hours 
earlier, or to stay a few hours later, if the weather requires. 
Keep a RON (Remain Over Night) bag in the airplane with 
fresh clothes and toiletries in case you have to cancel 
a flight away from home. Watch the weather frequently 
enough that you can make alternate transportation plans 
if a major weather outbreak is forecast. Let the people 
you’ll meet know you may have to alter your meeting 
plans if the weather’s too bad – it may limit your ability to 
make the sale today, but subtly let them know this is all 
part of your business strategy to ensure you’ll be around 
to serve their needs after the contract is signed. These 
mitigations all help you maintain a constant mindset that 
weather delays are going to happen, and you’ll have Plan 
B at the ready if needed.

 	Maintenance: The best defense against aircraft main
tenance delays or cancellations is to give the airplane 
the maintenance budget it needs. If your company’s 
computer system broke you’d fix it. If a software update 
is released you load it before you begin to have service 
issues with the old software. The airplane may be just 
as important to your business, so you have to keep it 
maintained as well. 

The next most important defense is to catch issues 
before they impact your flight schedule. Take a few 
moments after the last flight of the day to give the 
airplane a post-flight inspection – the same as a preflight, 
done when there’s time to have a discrepancy fixed 
before your next planned trip. Do a thorough preflight 
inspection a couple of days before a flight for the same 
reason. If you don’t have time to get to the hangar that 
often, teach a local instructor how to conduct a good 
preflight inspection of your airplane, then pay him or 
her to check out the airplane and report discrepancies 
once a week or as you need. None of this replaces your 
requirement to personally preflight the airplane before 
a trip, but these added inspections will curtail those 
last-minute maintenance squawks, and help you avoid 
the temptation to fly with a known maintenance  fault.

www.bonanza.org

Weather hazards are the #1 reason for 
delays and cancellations of  

airline flights, and your business-use 
airplane isn’t any different.
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 	Training: Deep down you know you should train more 
frequently, or seek out more challenging training than 
you currently do. Trouble is, training takes time – the 
business person’s most valuable resource – and it’s 
easy to defer training again and again under the stress 
of running a business. Before you know it two years  
will have passed and you need a quickie Flight Review 
just to meet minimum requirements. 

You probably don’t accept minimum standards from 
your employees (or yourself) in the business … and 
a business mistake probably won’t kill you. Think of 
quality recurrent training a couple of times each year as 
a mini-vacation, a time away from your desk to indulge 
your interest in flying. Put it on your calendar far enough 
in advance you can schedule work around it. 

ABS has made the Beechcraft Pilot Proficiency 
Program as convenient as any training can be, and as 
low-cost as well. Use this valuable member resource to 
your business’ advantage.

 	Fatigue: You put in long hours at the office. You wear 
yourself out when on the road. Are you in any shape to 
pilot a complex machine into potentially dark and stormy 
skies? Will you be alert enough to fly a complex approach 
after a couple of hours bouncing along in the airplane? 
There is growing evidence that sleep deprivation and 
fatigue have an adverse impact on almost every aspect 
of our lives (including business decisions). The NTSB 
is beginning to investigate the sleep cycles of pilots for  
the 72 hours prior to a crash. 

There is no FAA standard regarding crew rest for Part 
91 operations. There’s no real science into the impact 
of fatigue on business pilots. It’s up to you to decide if 
you’re too tired to take off, and predict whether you’ll 
be alert enough to approach and land on the other 
end. Taking a cue from the airline industry, which 
science has addressed, the National Business Aircraft 
Association has recently published recommended 
crew rest and duty day standards for business pilots. 

In its simplest form, NBAA suggests 
no more than 10 flying hours in any 
24-hour period, and more apropos 
to most business pilots, a maximum 
14-hour duty day from alarm clock 
to engine shutdown. A 14-hour limit 
may be challenging in a business 
environment. But it’s a limitation you 
can live with.

The risks affecting business pilots 
are the same that impact pilots of  
all general aviation airplanes. The 
hazards become more acute, how
ever, under the real and imagined 
time pressures of running a com- 
pany. With planning, discipline, and 
flexibility – the same attributes that 
make you successful in business –  
you can manage the unique risks of 
the business  pilot. 

The things that make us safer in all types of general aviation –  
crosswind control, fuel management, weather avoidance, aircraft maintenance, 

emergency preparedness – work equally well in the business cockpit.
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This month’s Baron Pilot is adapted from 
an article by the late Jack Hirsch, who was for 
many years president of BPPP. Jack’s original 
article appeared in the January 1991 issue of ABS 
Magazine.

P
ilots frequently ask about the potential 

problems associated with loading a 

Baron or Travel Air.  While the issues 

that plague much of the Bonanza 

series relative to aft center of gravity may affect 

any aircraft, the Baron and Travel Air are 

equipped with nose baggage compartments. 

Therefore, it should be relatively straightforward to keep 

the CG within the limits of the envelope. Keeping the 

load below maximum gross weight, however, is the 

central focus of this article.

When thinking about gross weight, the 
principal issues are performance and structural 
strength. The real weight issue for multi-engine 
pilots, however, is single-engine rate of climb.

Figure 1, from the Beech 95 Travel Air Owner’s 
Manual, illustrates the problem very well. Shown 
are the rates of climb (or sink) versus altitude at 
standard temperature and pressure, at various 
airplane weights with one engine inoperative. 
As you can see, the effect of weight on single-
engine performance is dramatic. In this 1958 
manual, Beech took the trouble to illustrate 
the effect of having the gear down and the 
propeller windmilling, as might happen during 
an engine failure on takeoff. Note that under  
no circumstances does the Travel Air climb 

on one engine with the gear down and the propeller 
windmilling. Although Beech no longer publishes such 
data, my experience with the entire Baron series bears 
witness to the fact that none of the Barons will climb with 
the gear down and a prop windmilling either.

Baron Pilot

Baron Pilot focuses on the unique systems, piloting techniques, maintenance and ownership 
considerations for the entire line of Beech Barons. We’ll include new articles and the best of  

Baron- related articles from the archives of ABS Magazine. We encourage ABS members to submit 
your articles about flying, owning and maintaining Beechcraft Barons to absmail@bonanza.org. 

Temptation and Single-Engine 
Performance

FIGURE 1

FIGURE 2
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Resisting Temptation

There is a high temptation to overload any twin. Two 
reasons contribute to this: First, the need to carry sufficient 
fuel to feed two engines with comfortable reserves begs for 
the tanks to be nearly full unless the trip is short and the 
weather good. Second, two-engine rates of climbs for Barons 
and Travel Airs are outstanding – typically as much as 1,000 
feet per minute even at maximum gross weight. After a few 
flights, and perhaps a fuel scare or two in bad weather, a 
pilot may succumb to temptation and overload the airplane. 
Most likely nothing out of the ordinary happens, and pretty 
soon it becomes a routine matter to overload the airplane. 

However, by examining the relationship between gross 
weight and single-engine rate of climb we can appreciate 
the real risk.

I have extrapolated the weight curves on the factory 
performance charts to estimate an overgross condition. 
Figure 2 illustrates this extrapolated (a fancy math term for 
“guess”) rate of sink curve for a Travel Air loaded 10 percent 
over maximum gross weight. Note that the sea level single-
engine rate of climb drops from 222 ft/min at the maximum 
weight to 80 ft/min, a loss of 63 percent of the maximum 
gross weight single-engine rate of climb.
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Maximum Performance

Recall to obtain maximum single-
engine climb: 

	 the speed must be at VYSE 

	 the bank angle must be correct (2° to 3° toward the 
“good” engine)

	 the gear and flaps must be up

	 the inoperative engine’s propeller must be feathered

	 the operating engine is at full rated power for the altitude

Charted performance is achieved by a factory test pilot 
using a new airplane. Throw in a little turbulence and 
average pilot technique, and the 80 ft/min overweight 
single-engine climb rate will quickly evaporate.

Service ceiling is defined as that altitude at which the 
rate of climb has diminished to 50 feet per minute.  In  
the case of a Travel Air at its maximum gross weight of  
4,000 pounds, the single-engine service ceiling is about 
6,000 feet. At 10 percent over gross the Travel Air single-
engine drops to a mere 1,000 feet above sea level. The 
single-engine performance has essentially disappeared!

From experience let me say there is high drama 
associated with the battle to maintain control over a twin 
at low altitude that is descending toward obstacles while 
holding proper bank and speed. Compare this to the relative 
serenity of dealing with engine failure while climbing at 
500 feet per minute. 

Baron Extrapolations

Figures 3 and 4 illustrate the same points for the Model 
95-B55 and Model 58 Barons. Though these airplanes 
have considerably more power than the Travel Air, their 
maximum gross weight has been increased accordingly. 
Thus their single-engine performance is about equivalent 
to the Travel Air. 

By the way, Figures 2, 3, and 4 cannot be found in any 
Pilot’s Operating Handbook. I have constructed them from 
the Single-Engine Rate of Climb graphs in the respective 
POHs. In many ways, the illustrations in the old Travel Air 
owner’s manual convey much more meaning to a pilot.

In Figure 5 I list the rate of climb or sink at 5,000 feet on 
a standard day for the maximum gross weight, 10 percent 
under max gross and 10 percent over maximum gross weight 
for each of the three airplane models. I chose 5,000 feet 
as my reference datum since it’s a comfortable altitude for 
much of my flying. Also, if a factory test pilot flying a new 
airplane can maintain a climb at 5,000 feet I can probably 
get an older airplane to climb at sea level. Notice that in  
all cases the single-engine service ceiling is below 5,000 
feet when the airplane is overloaded.
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Summary
The temptation to overload any twin is considerable, 

due to the requirement for fuel to feed two engines and 
the blistering two-engine rate of climb. The legal maximum 
weight limit is mandatory, and it’s there for a reason: 
the extreme degradation in single-engine rate of climb 
with increases in airplane weight. Single-engine climb 
is already pretty anemic at approved weights, and extra 
weight essentially eliminates single-engine performance 
altogether. 

FIGURE 3 FIGURE 4

Maximum Single-Engine Rate of Climb
at 5,000 Feet Standard Altitude

		  10% Under	 At Max	 10% Over
	 Airplane	 MGW	 Gross Wt	 MGW
	 95 Travel Air	 240 fpm	   80 fpm	 -100 fpm
	 95-B55 Baron	 300 fpm	 125 fpm	   -80 fpm
	 58 Baron	 280 fpm	 160 fpm	          0 fpm

FIGURE 5
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In the interest of looking after your 
$4,400 in exhaust brackets, it might 
behoove you to give these a routine 
look, to ensure they are intact and 
continuing to function while not 
vibrating and sawing up everything 
around them (Figure 2).

There are also quite a few pretty 
important safety-of-flight items in the 
neighborhood of these brackets. If 
allowed to chafe or, as in my case, the  
ear (-71 or -72, ~$25 and ~$35 respec
tively) fatigues and breaks causing 
the bracket to vibrate in the breeze, 
this can begin sawing control cables, 
electrical wiring, or one of the fuel 
lines. This would make for a very 
tough day to say the least ! I was 
able to source some good deals on 
the ears with NOS parts from Select  
Airparts (www.selectairparts.com) and  
AVSTAT 818-780-6032.

Fortunately, during one of my 
chafe patrols in the hangar, I noticed 
the beginnings of chafing on one 
of my fuel lines while peering up 
through the cowl flap opening. 
This was followed by discovery that 
the ear that mounts to the stud in 
the base of the intake “y” pipe had 
fatigued (Figure 3).

Upon looking in the Illustrated 
Parts Catalog, making the part 
number identifications, and making 

inquiries, I learned of the very ex
pensive -73 bracket arm. I was 
thrilled that mine were still deemed 
serviceable by my IA. The complete 
arm, ear, and exhaust pipe collar  
can  be  seen  in  Figure 4.

Downstream of the hangar arm 
and collars are what I’ll call “hand
cuffs,” essentially a bracket that 
attaches to the top and bottom of 
each side’s exhaust pipe and clamps 
them together (Figure 5). The 
handcuffs are part number 96-950011 
and two are required (one on top and 
one on bottom) per engine. These 
are approximately $43 each. 

 Beech on a Budget 
SAFE • LEGAL • LOW COST

Baron Exhaust Hangers

T
his month’s article highlights the importance of regularly 

scanning the dark crevices inside the cowl flaps of your Baron 

and, for that matter, any of the airplanes you fly. Of particular 

interest is the Baron exhaust system bracketry supporting the aft 

ends of the exhaust pipes. One of these pieces, part number 96-950002-73 

(Figure 1) is sold by Beech for a whopping $1,100 – and there are four  

of them on the airplane!

By Mike Caban

FIGURE 1

FIGURE 2

FIGURE 3

Stud/nut in base
of intake tube
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You don’t want to let things get so far out of control that one of those  
$1,100 arms becomes damaged beyond serviceability. It would be good  
owner operating practice to peek in these areas to detect and head off any 
chaffing or costly vibration disasters before they can become even bigger 
problems  when  airborne.

Happy skies ! 
FIGURE 4

FIGURE 5
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By Bob Ferguson

T
homas Turner’s article “High Density Altitude Turn” [Safety Pilot, 

August 2014] is on target.  Turner establishes that the higher the 

airspeed the greater the turn radius in a level, standard rate turn,  

and that the effect is compounded by high density altitude.  He 

points out the implications of the phenomena for safer high density altitude 

flying.  This article addresses a related issue: how to make an emergency turn 

with the smallest radius consistent with appropriate safety.

Imagine yourself flying up a valley 
with rising terrain. You are only 200 feet 
above the terrain, you are at maximum 
power, your indicated airspeed is at the 
maximum climb angle airspeed – and 
the terrain is rising faster than you are. 
You begin to get worried – actually, you 
are loaded with adrenalin and shaking 
like a leaf.

Fortunately, you have positioned 
yourself on one side of the valley, so 
that you have the maximum room to 
make a 180-degree turn. Unfortunately, 
you have waited too long – there is no 
longer much room to make the turn. 
The terrain is such that landing is not 
an attractive option.

Now is the time to implement that mi
nimum radius level turn procedure you 
have read so much about in the Pilot’s 
Operating Handbook, and all of those 
FAA handbooks and other excellent 
sources of flying techniques. But, have 
you ever seen a procedure for making a 
minimum radius level turn in these ma-
terials? If one is there, it is pretty elusive.

If you are willing to live with the stan-
dard approximation that lift is propor-
tional to air density, the angle of attack 
(up to the stalling angle of attack), and 
airspeed squared, then there is a simple 
formula for the radius of a level turn. The 
formula implies that increasing the bank 
angle reduces the turn radius and that 
increasing the angle of attack reduces 
the turn radius. Consequently, the for-
mula further implies that a minimum ra-
dius level turn requires using the steep-
est feasible bank angle and the highest 
feasible angle of attack. Assuming that 
sufficient power is available to fly a level 
turn in this manner, the formula infers 
that the following procedure is optimal:
	Set the angle of attack to just below 

the stalling angle of attack.
	Set the bank angle large enough so 

that level flight requires a G-load just 
below the aircraft’s G limit (4.4G in 
most Bonanzas and Debonairs; 3.8 
to 4.2G in Barons and Travel Airs).

	Set power to maintain level flight.

Emergency  
Escape: Flying a  

Minimum-Radius Turn
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A 4.4G level turn requires a 76.9- 
degree bank angle. The largest feasible 
angle of attack and G-load combina-
tion implies an indicated airspeed just 
under maneuvering speed (VA), as ad-
justed for airplane weight. Maneuver-
ing speed is the indicated airspeed at 
which the aircraft’s G-load reaches its 
limit at just under the stalling angle 
of attack.

Now you understand why you prob-
ably have not seen a procedure for 
making a theoretically optimal mini-
mum radius level turn. Trying to fly a 
4.4G steep turn at substantial airspeed 
and at close to the stalling angle of 
attack may be optimal in theory, but 
is likely to be disastrous in practice. 
The risk of either stalling or structural 
failure is too great.

A Safer Procedure

A safer procedure is needed that is 
a better trade-off between the risk of 

stalling or structural failure and the risk 
of controlled flight into terrain. A safer 
procedure should not require such 
high G forces or flying so close to the 
stall. Moreover, why be constrained to 
a level turn? If there is sufficient power 
to climb while holding the desired 
bank angle and angle of attack, why 
not use it? If there is sufficient power 
and speed for a chandelle (or similar 
maneuver), why not do that? If there is 
insufficient power to hold a level turn 
at the desired bank angle and angle of 
attack, what is the alternative?

A useful, safer procedure must be 
practical and effective, able to handle 
a variety of circumstances, and simple 
enough to execute without much 
thinking. One cannot count on thinking 
well in an emergency.

The insight obtained from the 
minimum radius level turn formula 
can be brought forth to identify a 
safer procedure that accomplishes 

all this while increasing the turn 
radius about as little as possible. To 
the extent that your skill level allows, 
implement the procedure in a smooth, 
continuous, coordinated manner, not 
as a sequence of steps.

	Set full power.

	 Increase the angle of attack until 
the stall warning horn sounds. Then 
reduce the angle of attack, slightly, 
and maintain it.

	Set the bank angle to just over 60 
degrees (65 degrees is the target)*.

	 If a descent results, reduce the bank 
angle to maintain level flight.

*	 The procedure is relatively benign. 
However, it includes a bank angle slightly 
exceeding 60 degrees that is classified 
as aerobatic (FAR 91.303) and requires 
parachutes (FAR 91.307). FAR 91.3 
provides emergency authority for such 
maneuvers. Practice at 60-degree bank 
angle to avoid exceeding airplane and 
regulatory limitations.
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A 65-degree bank angle reduces 
the G-load to 2.4, which is manageable 
by most pilots. Staying just below 
the angle of attack at which the 
stall warning horn sounds increases 
the level turn radius materially, but 
substantially reduces the likelihood 
of stalling. Assuming that the stall 
warning horn sounds at about five  
to seven knots above the stalling 
speed in level flight, the procedure’s 
reduction in the angle of attack in- 
creases the level turn radius about 25 
percent, relative to an angle of attack 
just below the stalling angle of attack. 
Reducing the angle of attack is more 
costly than reducing the bank angle. 
However, reducing the bank angle 
further to 60 degrees also is costly, 
adding about another five percent to 
the level turn radius.

If there is excess power and speed, 
this procedure produces either a climb- 
ing turn, which helps compensate 
for the rising terrain; or a (sloppy) 
chandelle, which helps compensate 
for the rising terrain and decreases 
the horizontal component of the turn 
radius. If there is insufficient power,  
the procedure approximates the 
minimum level turn radius achievable 
at that power level.

Remember to apply the procedure 
judiciously. Do not take on more than 
you can handle. Controlled flight into 
terrain is preferable to uncontrolled 
flight into terrain. Using good planning 
and position and terrain awareness 
to avoid the need for this procedure 
entirely is preferable.

An appendix with the mathema- 
tics, for the geeks, and a spreadsheet 
that performs the required calcula- 
tions for a variety of assumptions is 
available from the author at ln2.6931 
@gmail.com. 

Bob Ferguson is a commercial, instrument 
rated pilot who flies V- and straight-tail Bonanzas. 
He suffers from a mild fear of heights, hence  
he enjoys actual IFR where he is unable to  
see how high he is.
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Bad Nav Lights
By Dave Fleckenstein

 W
hen I parked on the Jet Center ramp in 

Tyler, Texas, my navigation lights were 

off. Hmmm, I always turn them on even 

in the day, but maybe this time I didn’t.   

A few minutes later, Denise, my better half, and I climbed  

in the Bonanza for the short flight to Nacogdoches. When  

I turned the navigation lights on, the circuit breaker switch 

tripped off. Obviously there was a short somewhere. 

Earlier I promised Denise that we would fly the 
Bonanza to Tunica, Mississippi, so that we could see her 
favorite music artist, Gary Allen. With Denise, I have an 
incredible catch: She is a CPA, works as the controller  
for a large East Texas company, is much smarter than 
me, and since I’m planning to keep her and the Bonanza, 
fixing the navigation lights was really a top priority.

Back home it was time to figure out this problem. It 
could have been a bad switch, but when I ran a continuity 
check with the switch off, the circuit went straight to 
ground. After putting the Bonanza up on jacks, and the 
landing gear was partially retracted so that I could get to 
the electrical plugs behind the main landing gear wells, 
I disconnected the wing navigation light receptacles and 
unplugged the tail light. After another continuity check, 
the short was still there. Beechcraft puts multi-pin plugs 
in the wheel wells of Bonanzas and Barons for the fuel 
gauges, lights, gear switches, etc., near the wing root to 
make maintenance easier. That night, I disconnected the 
plug in the left wing and ran another continuity check, and 
found that the short was in the left wing. The remainder  
of the navigation lights circuit was open (not grounded). 
To be sure, I reconnected the navigation lights and found 
that with the left wing removed from the circuit, the 
breaker did not trip.

Half the battle was just isolating the short, but now the 
challenge was how to repair it. I removed the left wing tip 
and all the inspection panels, but all of the wires looked 
sound. A very careful check of the wire bundles in the 
gear well revealed no defects. The short was past the 
landing gear so the navigation light wire had to come 
out, but that was not going to be easy because that wire 
runs through the wing. To solve this problem, I used 
heat shrink tubing to attach another wire to the existing 
navigation light wire, and from an inspection panel 
just outside of the left main gear, I pulled the offending 
wire out. With another wire attached to it, I could either 
replace it or repair the short and pull the old wire back 
through the wing.

With the wire out, I found a place where the insulation 
was worn through. Repairing it was an easy task. I cut 
out the bad spot and spliced it back together with 
a heat shrink splice that my favorite avionics shop, 
Avionics Unlimited in Conroe, Texas, uses. To add more 
protection, heat shrink tubing went over the splice. All  
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I had to do was pull the wire back through the wing and 
reconnect it to the navigation light receptacle. With that 
finished, I reconnected the plug in the main gear well 
and let the Bonanza down off the jacks.

Later that evening, Denise and I had a successful flight 
to Tunica, Mississippi, and she thoroughly enjoyed seeing 
Gary Allen the next day. The Bonanza and I chalked up a 
bunch of major points, and Denise just loves flying in the 
Bonanza. If I keep her happy with the Bonanza, then she 
won’t mind how much money I spend on it. At the end of 
the day, both of us were happy. 
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Falcon Presented with Gift of Gratitude 
ABS Executive Director Whit Hickman (right) presents Falcon Insurance  

vice president Barry Dowlen (left) and ABS Insurance Program director Henry 
Abdullah (center) a limited-edition lithographic of a 1947 Bonanza. ABS made  
this presentation in gratitude for Falcon’s two decades of managing the ABS 
aircraft insurance program, its regular sponsorship of ABS events and publi- 
cations, and Falcon’s numerous and very generous donations to the ABS Air 
Safety Foundation.

GA News

Congratulations to these ABS members 
who have earned ABS AVIATOR status.  
To participate, send copies of your training 
certificates to absmail@bonanza.org,  
or fax (316) 945-1710 attn: ABS AVIATOR. 

LEVEL 1

Sammy Dance 
Center, Texas

Darren Grogan 
Arlington, Kentucky

Karl Herrmann 
Naples, Florida

Michael Marsh 
Naples, Florida

Ron Mathis 
Indianapolis, Indiana

Robert Romaine 
Wake Forest, North Carolina

Michael Turner 
Greenwood, South Carolina

LEVEL 2

Vincent Facchiano 
Belvidere, Illinois

LEVEL 3 

Grant Haddix 
Katy, Texas

Dave Lawlor 
Davis, California 

LEVEL 4

Thomas Humes 
Port Orange, Florida

LEVEL 5

Jonathan Fuller 
Omaha, Nebraska

Larry Peck 
Chicago, Illinois

Lowell Powers 
Middleton, Rhode Island
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A
s the days get longer and temperatures start to rise, many of you  

are planning vacation trips for the coming months.  Some of your 

trips will end up with destinations outside of the Lower 48.  If you 

are flying your aircraft, there is a lot to think about: fuel stops; 

airport conditions; security, etc.  One of the things that’s often overlooked is the 

policy territory.  Does your aircraft insurance policy provide coverage where you 

are planning to go?  A quick glance at the policy or a call to your ABS insurance 

agent at Falcon can answer that question.

So why do underwriters restrict 
the territory on an aircraft insurance 
policy? The answer is twofold. First, 
the rates that are being charged are 
formulated based on the flying con-
ditions that are encountered in the 
continental U.S. Improved runways, 
advanced ATC system, and generally 
good security at airports are com-
mon. Second, the cost to retrieve 
and/or repair an aircraft from some 
countries outside the U.S. can be pro-
hibitive. Even so, consumer demand 

and competition have led most in- 
surers to include other destinations 
such as Canada and Mexico in their 
covered policy territory.

Typically a policy will have a terri
tory wording that reads something 
like this:

This policy applies…, while the 
aircraft is within the United States of 
America, Canada and Mexico, and 
while enroute between these points.

There are many variations of this  
wording. Although each policy issued  

by a domestic carrier in the USA 
covers the lower 48 states and Mexico, 
this is where the similarity ends. Most 
carriers provide coverage to Canada, 
but at least two companies provide 
some restrictions in parts of Canada. 
If you travel to Alaska or Hawaii 
you’ll find this area is not covered in 
many polices. Some companies have 
expanded territories for insureds 
whose policies have a Broad Form 
Expansion endorsement attached.

If you travel to the Caribbean, 
it really gets interesting. This is an 
area that is even more confusing and 
poorly defined. The islands in this 
general area can include Bermuda, 
Bahamas, West Indies, Islands of the 
Caribbean Sea, and/or Greater and 
Lesser Antilles. If you are going to 
one of the islands in this area it would 
be a good idea to verify the coverage 
with your agent. Many policies may 
provide coverage for the Bahamas 
Islands, but this does not provide 
adequate coverage for flights into the 
Caribbean Islands or beyond.

Your Policy Territory

Insurance 
By John Allen
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John Allen is president and owner of Falcon Insurance Agency, which he 
founded in 1979 in Austin, Texas. Falcon now has 12 offices across the country 
employing over 90 full-time aviation insurance professionals. Prior to entering 
the aviation insurance industry as an underwriter for USAIG, John served in  
the United States Air Force as a pilot.

Flights into Central and South 
America will likely require the pol-
icy to be endorsed to extend the  
territorial limits to the intended desti- 
nation and for the return flight. In 
order to consider these requests, the  
underwriter will typically want de- 
tails of the flight such as airports to 
be used and the security provided; 
intended route of flight; previous 
route experience of the pilot; and 
whether or not a flight planning ser- 
vice will be used. 

In some cases, underwriters will 
agree to endorse their policies to 
cover the Western Hemisphere. In 
geographic terms this means from 
0 degrees longitude (at Greenwich, 

England) to 180 degrees west lon
gitude, or the International Date 
Line. Since this area would actually 
include parts of Europe, it is not un-
usual to see the underwriter redefine 
what they actually mean by “Western 
Hemisphere.” 

Confused yet? You are not alone. 
Our best advice when planning a trip 
outside of the Lower 48 is to take a 
peek at your aircraft insurance policy 
to make sure your destination is list-
ed. If it is not, or you are not certain, 
call your agent and get clarification 
and a territory extension if needed. 
We do not want anyone to deal with 
an uncovered claim – especially one 
that occurs far from home. 
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Gypsy  
Road Trip  
in NC3255V 
to Colombia
By Timothy Acker

I
n this world of pressures, fears, and survival, the beauty of life can get 

lost… even the beauty of flying. A goal of this article and subsequent 

articles about our trips is to encourage you to engage in the beauty of 

flying – and of life.  Skimming through the air, for me, is one of mankind’s 

greatest achievements. Not for war, not even for fast travel, but as the dream  

to fly, to see and experience something of the life of a bird. As pilots we really 

do get to fly.

On this segment of our travels we 
flew from Tampa to Colombia and 
back, traveling through the Bahamas, 
Antilles, and Grenadines with stops in 
many places. It was part of the Pirates, 
Scoundrels and Saints book series I 
am writing. The first book is about to 
be released. 

Our flying machine is a bright red 
1947 Bonanza with 260 horsepower, 
round gauges, RNAV, and a yoke-
mounted Aerea 500 GPS. It is relatively 
light in weight and handles like a 
sports car. My wife, who is a student 
pilot in a Cessna 152, is my only auto–
pilot, and serves as navigator and pre-
flight specialist. 

We flew the plane to Tampa from 
Seattle/Tacoma mid-fall 2014 to avoid 
the bad weather, and thoroughly 
enjoyed that trip as chronicled in the 
previous article. This portion of our 
travels began in December with a 

flight to Tampa to pick up the plane. 
Please note, safe flying is enhanced by 
flying during the best weather season. 
December and January are months of 
blue sky flying in the Caribbean.

In future articles I will discuss lots 
of trip-related matters including other 
locations and travel tips. But the focus 
here is the goofy, fun adventure, and 

cool things encountered in our travels.  
First, two points:

1 A bright red airplane is noted 
everywhere – a red star in a world 
of white planes! People go out of 
their way to comment. The age of 
our Bonanza also makes it seem  
attainable to many people working at 
airports, and they seek us out to ask 
about its cost ($27,000), how it flies, 
and to talk about their planes. It is a 
fun entrance to connect with people. 
A NetJets pilot in Grenada found us 
in the hotel. He had noticed the plane 
at the airport and wondered how it 
got there. He was on his way to Los 
Angeles and we were on our way to 
Colombia. We had a wonderful talk 
about flying.

In the January ABS Magazine Timothy Acker  
wrote about beginning a flight to South America 
with his wife Susane in a 67-year-old 1947 Model 35 
Bonanza. Tim and Susane’s adventure continues:

 55V at Barranquilla

Over Santa Marta, Columbia
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2 Barranquilla, Colombia, is an un-
expectedly cool city and should be in
cluded in any Caribbean tour. Grenada 
is the must-go place, but I am start- 
ing with Colombia because it was an 
unexpected joy. It was with a bit of 
trepidation that we flew there, not sure 
of what we would encounter. Also, the 
planned routing coming and going 
was over lots of water. On the way 
we found Venezuela Flight Following 
willing to clear us to fly over its north 
coast and through its restricted areas. 
So, overwater flight was limited.

Barranquilla was hazy and we 
didn’t have the airfield in sight until 
within a few miles. Arriving, we 
were directed to follow a truck to  
the terminal where the narcotics 
police and others visited us. I speak 
fluent Spanish (I was general counsel 
for U.S. companies in Mexico for 17 
years), so when the search got a bit 
ridiculous I told the officials that we 
were flying into Colombia, not out 
of it. They laughed and it ended the 
search. Customs and immigration 
procedures were somewhat annoy
ing, just to find the right people. 
We did not use a handler, but if you 
don’t speak proficient Spanish, get a 
handler. CECOA, the flight office to 
close the flight plan, was staffed by 

Claudia, who insisted on taking us 
to her favorite hotel: the Barranquilla 
Plaza. We got the home detour on 
the way where we met her child and 
parents. She and her family also have 
a hearing aid business.

The hotel was great, thanks to 
Claudia. We probably would have 
ended up at one of the rather sterile 
international hotels. The Plaza is a 
local business and tourist hotel of  
very good quality and food, with a 
pool and rooftop rumba dancing to  
a live band. We went up about 
midnight, danced, and left before 
closing at 3:00 a.m. My wife and I  

A fun note on  
Juan Valdez coffee. 

According to Javier the taxi driver, 
Juan Valdez is a real person who 
came from humble (poor) beginnings. 
We have all seen the Colombian 
coffee ads with the guy with the burro. 
That is Juan. His coffee venture went 
big and he started the Juan Valdez 
coffeehouses…a la Starbucks style. 
We felt right at home since we are 
Seattle area people. Good coffee, 
pastries, Juan Valdez coffee mugs, 
and people with laptops connected 
to the Internet.

Magdalena River, Barranquilla

www.bonanza.org
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can fake anything, even the rumba. Once we got up and 
danced (and we dance well) we were part of the group. 
The cute waiters and waitresses were dressed with stylish 
Cuban hats and clothes. We didn’t encounter any other only 
U.S./European foreigners in our few days in Barranquilla, 
but don’t let that scare you. 

Barranquilla is a modern and clean city worth walking. 
For the out-of-reach areas we hired Javier, a local taxi 
driver, who is very proud of his city. He gave us the grand 
tour: the tram taking people out to the meeting of the 
Magdalena River and the ocean, the colonial section of 
the city, the outlying areas, and (his favorite) everything 
to do with Carnival, which is big in Barranquilla and  
starts  on  February  14. 

Javier said that Barranquilla is a rumba city and the 
people rumberos (rumba dancers). Dancing is fun, so any 
city that enjoys dancing has a plus in its favor. Barranquilla 
is also an industrial city with a good economic base. I was 
there years ago when people had revolvers stuck in their 
belts; that has changed. Now iPhones are in their belts.  
I gotta say, I missed the Wild West feel.

Café con leche, hot coffee and hot milk poured from 
separate containers in your preferred mix, was served  
at the hotel, together with a very nice choice of every- 
thing for breakfast. It was part of the room price  
($78 USD). I always like fried platano served together  
with chocolate bread rolls, eggs, and café con leche.  
We were in breakfast heaven. The days were very warm 
and the pool water was great. Mornings and evenings 
were cooler, and it was great to get up early and take  
long  walks  through  the  city.

Barranquilla
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Go to Barranquilla. It is very 
Caribbean, and only about 850 
miles from Saint Georges, Grenada 
(which you have to visit if flying 
the Grenadines). With the tail wind 
(trade winds blow all the time) we 
traveled at about 210 mph ground 
speed down the coast of Venezuela. 
Our Bonanza has about a 1,200 mile 
range. Long range is not necessary  
in the Caribbean, but it reduces  
stops. We always had huge fuel re
serves and always left with full tanks. 
Twice we heard of people running 
out of fuel and ditching, one in a 
brand new King Air. We also tanked 
up on prayer.

 It was with a bit of trepidation that I filed my flight plan to fly direct to Barahona, 
Dominican Republic, on the way back from Barranquilla. The flight department 
wanted me to fly to the southern point that sticks some 100 miles out into 

the ocean, but I figured that a flight of 400 miles was the same as 500 over the 
open ocean. It took a bit of doing to get fueled and out of airport security and 
immigration, but it was okay. Be nice, be patient, and you will get through.

The marine forecast was grim – a semi-perfect storm due to 40 mph surface 
winds. But the sky was clear for the first 200 miles, and then the satellite photos 
(available on the Internet) showed 150 miles of clouds with low tops. VFR at 
10,500 feet, we reached the clouds just about 200 miles out and flew around a few 
high tops, but had smooth sailing until my aux tank went dry about 20 minutes 
early and I was reminded that our lives depended on a running engine. 

Barranquilla

Ad for Carnival
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A comment on the diaphragm propeller control and “instant rough”: Changes 
in airplane pitch change the engine RPM a bit. I rarely notice the changes, but 
I did over the rough open ocean, especially after the engine slowed when the 
aux tank went dry and until the right tank began to flow fuel to a starved engine. 
We lost ATC contact about 150 miles out and didn’t get reception from Santo 
Domingo until about 100 miles south of the Dominican Republic. Nonetheless, 
the flight was beautiful. We were perched in a blue sky above a fierce blue and 
white ocean as we flew across the planet without anyone around.

Landfall near the Haiti/Dominican coast was spectacular: flying up the 
pretty, mountainous coast to Barahona was worth the trip across the sea. In 
arriving from Barranquilla, Colombia, we had four different types of officials 
look us over and who wanted to look at the plane. I told them I was honored 
that they knew we were coming and sent a welcome party to greet us as VIPs. 
I asked why the president didn’t show up. The formality ended with laughter. 
Also, being that we were only the second flight that day, everyone wanted a job 
to do. One of the officials gave us a ride to a local hotel (there are no big chain 
hotels in Barahona).

There is more to come in future articles, but ending at this point, I want to 
say that the earth, water, and sky were magnificent; the people nice; and the 
places very cool to visit. ABS members have airplanes, or access to them, and 

Carnival at Barranquilla

Karaoke at Barranquilla 

as such have a privilege that very few 
have. For some reason fewer people 
are flying – my daughter says that 
small planes are insanely dangerous 
and mentioned two recent crashes. 
I decided long ago not to let fear 
rule my life and I am so glad.  If I 
let fear rule, I would not have made 
the trip either because of flying 
issues or fear of dealing with entry 
and exit to and from the countries, 
as well as food and sickness. I was 
continually amazed that there were 
so few private planes along the way, 
except in the Bahamas where there 
were more. On the other hand, there 
seemed to be no limit on NetJets and 
the like. We were not an anomaly 
everywhere, but in some places we 
were, and in Colombia we were very 
much unusual tourists.

What happens next? Let’s just say 
that in St. Georges, Grenada, where 
the men are older, the women beauti-
ful and much younger, and the people 
and society very open, we ended up 
celebrating New Year’s Eve with new 
friends above the Sandals resort at 
the house of a developer. His beauti-
ful 30-something girlfriend invited us.  
New Year’s Day was spent dancing 
mid-day at a waterfront restaurant 
to live music, American songs with a 
Jamaican flavor. Until then, go flying, 
enjoy life, and be goofy. Everyone 
wants to join in fun. 



Volume 15 • Number 3	 AMERICAN BONANZA SOCIETY	 47



48	 AMERICAN BONANZA SOCIETY	 MARCH 2015

www.bonanza.org

Annual Time
By Wade McNabb

T
hose of you who have had the opportunity to meet or  

talk with ABS Technical Advisor Curtis Boulware will 

wholeheartedly agree he is an exceptionally talented and 

knowledgeable individual.  I met Curtis and his family a 

number of years ago at the Beech Party and have had several chances  

to watch him in action since. He is one of the instructors at the ABS 

Maintenance Academy that have been held at the Beechcraft Heritage 

Museum (and will again this September), and led the project of 

reassembling the museum’s T-34C Turbine Mentor. 

Last December was the first time he and his team at George Baker 
Aviation performed the annual inspection on an aircraft for me. 
Regardless of the number of annual inspections you and your air- 
craft have experienced, my guess is that the process has not always  
been pleasant, whether the bill was higher than expected or the  
work was much more involved than originally scoped. I personally do 
not look forward to this time of year. Additionally, changing mainte- 
nance shops brings a number of unknowns and a degree of apprehension 
to the event.

BEECHCRAFT HERITAGE MUSEUM
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In previous articles, I’ve written 
about my experiences with the last 
V-tailed Bonanza, N3735B. In late 
October, owner Mike Burris asked me to 
deliver the aircraft to Sarasota Avionics 
in Venice, Florida, for an engine 
monitor and fuel computer upgrade, 
and installation of an altitude preselect. 
As this work was nearing completion 
in early December, arrangements 
were made with Curtis for the annual 
inspection. Since I had not been in the 
airplane in over a month and a half, the 
flight to New Smyrna Beach served two 
purposes. First was to play with the new 
gadgets, and second was to compile a 
list of squawks. 

I was immediately impressed by 
the number of aircraft on the ramp 
and in the hangar at George Baker 
Aviation. Obviously, Bonanza, Baron, 
and T-34 owners have become aware 
of the excellent reputation of this 
fine maintenance facility. Curtis had 
warned me a few weeks earlier that the 
schedule was busy, but that he would 
have a slot for 35B. As it turned out, the 
timing could not have been better.

www.bonanza.org
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Over the next few weeks I spoke 
with Curtis on numerous occasions 
regarding the progress and findings. 
He was extremely patient with my many 
questions and provided comprehensive 
answers. One example was related to 
the exhaust valves. Given the readings 
during compression testing, the exhaust 
valves on three cylinders were slightly 
leaking. Curtis explained exactly how 
the valves would be lapped, and that 
he believed this would solve the issue 
given the way the valves themselves 
looked. If this didn’t work, then we 
would proceed with other options.

My questions were related to how the 
leaks occurred. Was this caused by the 
way I was operating the engine, in terms 
of power setting or leaning? The short 
answer was no. Curtis described typical 
characteristics of the IO-550 engine, his 
experiences with other cylinders, and 
their design or features supporting the 
valves and valve guides. 
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He also provided the rationale 
behind replacement of rod end bear
ings and life limits on these items, 
as well as other items that required 
attention. The best news, which was 
actually not surprising, was that this 
particular Bonanza was in great shape. 
This is a testament to the fact that 
Mr. Burris and his mechanics were 
obsessed with preserving this fine 
example of a classic breed. Curtis and 
the crew at George Baker Aviation fit 
this same mold just fine.

Tullahoma  
AOPA Regional Fly-In and 

Beech Party Dates 
Announced

This October will see a flurry of 
activity at the Beechcraft Heritage 
Museum on back-to-back weekends. 
First off, Saturday, October 10th 
will be one of the dates for AOPA’s 
series of 2015 Fly-Ins. Immediately 

following is the annual Beech Party, 
starting on Wednesday, October 14th 
and concluding with departures on 
Sunday, the 18th.

The Tullahoma aviation commu- 
nity is honored and excited to have 
been chosen as one of four 2015 
AOPA Fly-In sites in addition to AOPA’s 
headquarters in Frederick, Maryland. 
Members of the Tullahoma Airport 
Authority, the city of Tullahoma, and 
the aviation community put forth an 
exemplary effort both in responding 
to AOPA’s request for a proposal and 
hosting its site visit. We look forward 
to what I know will be an extremely 
successful event. 

We expect that several of our 
members may want to attend both 
events. This means we will have an 
agenda of activities to keep them busy 
between the end of the AOPA Fly-In 
and the start of Beech Party.
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Natural, Fun, and Effective
By David Lawlor

Make it a habit to fly regularly with 
different instructors near your home 
field.  Just as we might rotate mech- 
anics for our annual inspections, it’s 
valuable to fly with two to three in-
structors on a least a quarterly basis. 
But pick these folks carefully. They 
should be individuals who have gained 
your respect as aviators. Find instruc-
tors that take this mission seriously, 
that don’t cut corners, pencil whip 
signoffs, or otherwise short change 
you, as someone desiring to become 
a better pilot. They also should be true 
practitioners of life-long learning them-
selves, people who are dedicated to 
individualized training, and commit-
ted to developing relationships with 
clients over a longer timeframe. Think 
twice about people who have a call 
sign of “Buzz” or “Yeager” or “Wilbur” 
on their license plate. 

One of the worst things an instructor 
can do is to intimidate those they fly 
with. Unfortunately, this happens all 
too often. I have had the great privilege 
to fly with some exceptional pilots with 
as many hours in the air as I’ve been 
alive. They are magnificent pilots but 
their greatness as teachers is a function 
of their desire to befriend, encourage, 
and humbly impart knowledge. When 
I fly with these types of people I want 
to soak up their knowledge and be 
like them – an objective that gives 
me freedom to leave my ratings at the 
door and embrace being a student. 
They have captured my attention, and 
motivated me to be a far better pilot 
and instructor.

Committing to fly quarterly with 
one or more of these instructors will 
get you in a habit of thinking long term 
about training. The first encounter with 

someone new can be challenging.  
That said it is a rare situation where 
I don’t learn. Usually I’ve come away 
from those experiences feeling more 
confident in my abilities, learning 
valuable new insights, and observing 
different techniques or flying philo
sophies. The safety benefits are 
self-evident in such practices. For 
me I go into a new session like this 
expecting to learn something new.  
As an example: I consider myself a 
good communicator when talking 
with ATC. The AIM Phraseology is 
something I value and aspire to be 
good at. Pet peeves include “with 
you…” when checking in on a new 
frequency or the likes. But while flying 
recently with a new instructor, he 
pointed out that when reading back 
altitude changes, including some- 
thing that could be misconstrued 

Set an expectation  
that every year you’ll  

be more knowledgeable 
and sharper than the 

year before.
 F

lying in a new location, in a new aircraft, with a new set of eyes 

looking at us can be intimidating.  But there is hope.  Both instructors 

and those being evaluated can make it easier on one another.  Having 

recently survived such a transition I thought I’d share my perspective. 

One of the most important antidotes to ease this hardship is to make training 

natural, fun and effective.
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as a number is best to avoid. My habit of saying things 
like “…One thousand eight hundred for four thousand ”  
should be replaced with “…One thousand eight hundred 
climbing four thousand”. A small thing, but something that 
makes sense to change. I’m happy to work on that. Oh, and 
he also thought I was being unfair to approaches wanting 
to shoot them all the time. I will still “shoot” approaches.

My point is to be in a habit of being somewhat uncom-
fortable in a safe environment. Expect the instructors to 
challenge you. Set an expectation that every year you’ll be 
more knowledgeable and sharper than the year before. All 
too often I hear it said that the best instrument pilot you’ll 
ever be is on the day you pass your instrument checkride. 
I think this is tragic. The instrument rating is even more 
a “license to learn” than the private pilot certificate. The 
weather in different seasons presents great challenges to 
instrument flight. Mastering avionics is a lifelong pursuit 
and ever-changing. Aircraft management is an art worth 
perfecting over time. 

Hit a different airplane system each quarter and really dig 
into it: how it works, points of failure, and remedies. Often 
we review every system of the aircraft all at once getting 
ready for checkrides or when something in the aircraft begs 
for a check to be written to our favorite mechanic. How 
much better to take one system every three months and 
challenge you self to know as much 
about it as you can. Over a couple of 
years that’s a great body of knowledge 
to explore.

Great instructors care about this 
dimension of their vocation. Develop-
ing a relationship that will continue 
over time is a laudable objective. Tak-
ing time to really understand the per-
son in the other seat, their strengths, 
trepidations, flying experiences and 
aspirations are fundamental to effec-
tive instruction. Really thinking about 
the best way to make them comfort-
able, learning how they learn best, 
and what will be the best recipe for 
months together in an aircraft are all 
important ingredients. Let’s strive to 
make one another comfortable and 
excited to learn in the cockpit – and 
to do so often. It’s the best place in the 
world! 

David Lawlor is a BPPP instructor and Baron 
pilot who recently moved from Maryland to 
Davis, California.

www.bonanza.org
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 E
van Thomas of Spartanburg, South Carolina, contacted ABS member  

Sam Gibbs of Asheville, North Carolina, through the ABS Ambassador 

page at www.bonanza.org. Evan wrote: 

I have been interested in purchasing a Bonanza, and wanted to set up 
an Ambassador flight before moving forward due to one major factor –  
I have never flown one before!  Although I imagine that is mostly just a 
formality as, from what I hear, these planes are hard not to love! Anyway, 
I saw on the ABS site that you have a V35B, so I was wondering how 
similar a flight in one of those would be to some of the earlier models I 
am currently looking at (primarily E35s). I saw a few other Ambassadors 
who have earlier models, but you are quite considerably closer to me  
than any of them. So just let me know what you think, and hopefully we can 
get something set up!

After Evan’s first Bonanza flight over the Smoky Mountains in western North 
Carolina, he wrote:

Just want to thank you again for taking me up yesterday, I really enjoyed 
it !  My mind is definitely set on a Bonanza now, so hopefully before long  
I will have my own and be able to help others fall in love with them too!

 – Evan Thomas

ABS Ambassador Flight
www.bonanza.org

ABS Ambassador Sam Gibbs replied:
Here’s the picture from our flight. 

You did a nice job flying the V35B. We 
had a great day to fly over Asheville and 
the western NC mountains.

Good luck with the Bonanza hunt.

One of the greatest benefits of ABS 
is a shared passion for aviation and the 
Beechcraft brand. ABS Ambassadors 
are mentors, owners, and friends who 
want to share the many benefits of 
Beechcraft ownership with people 
considering purchase of their own 
Bonanza, Debonair, Baron or Travel 
Air. ABS Ambassadors help enhance 
their experience as they search for  
their perfect aircraft by offering in
sightful phone conversations, possible 
meet ups, and even the potential for  
test  flights. 

To participate, find an ABS Ambas
sador in your area or someone with 
the aircraft you are most interested 
in. Contact an Ambassador by e-mail 
or phone and schedule a time to talk 
or meet, and if you have a current 
pilot certificate and medical you can 
arrange to test-fly with them. You 
and your Ambassador will determine 
the details together; the American 
Bonanza Society serves as a means  
of  introduction. 
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Evan Thomas after his first Bonanza flight.

The ABS Ambassador list is under BUYING A 
BEECHCRAFT at www.bonanza.org. If you’d like to  
join over 150 members as an ABS Ambassador for  
your area, contact Whit Hickman at whit@bonanza.org  
or 316-945-1700. 
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W
hen  should  you  retract  the  landing  gear  after  takeoff ?  

Upon attaining a positive rate of climb?  When there’s  

no usable runway remaining ahead of you?  

Some other time?

I remember the first time I saw departures from an American Bonanza 
Society Convention. I hadn’t attended the convention myself – it was years 
before I was working at ABS, although I had been teaching in Bonanzas and 
Barons about seven years at the time. The ABS Convention was at Wichita 
that year (1997), and I saw Beech after Beech leaving Mid-Continent Airport 
on a clear Sunday morning at the end of the event.

What struck me as odd was a very consistent pattern I noticed with the 
Bonanza pilots’ takeoffs. Many would accelerate down the runway, lift off and 
establish a climb, get a hundred feet or so above the runway, then nose down 
slightly and begin a shallow descent. Once they started downward the land-
ing gear would retract, the airplane would nose up again, and the airplane 
would climb away. A high percentage of them did this. What’s up with that?  
I wondered.

I didn’t notice Baron pilots doing 
the same thing. Barons would reach 
liftoff speed, establish a climb atti
tude, and lift off. The gear would 
come up almost right away, and the 
Baron would continue the climb-out. 

The Baron profile was the same as  
I flew and taught in both Bonanzas 
and Barons. Accelerate to liftoff speed, 
establish the initial takeoff flight atti-
tude (Vx or Vy as appropriate to the 
departure), and retract the landing 
gear upon confirming a positive rate 
of climb. That’s the way I’d learned it; 
that’s the way Beech recommends it 
be done in the Pilot’s Operating Hand-
book (POH). From the very beginning 
(in the 1947 Model 35) to today’s G36 
and G58, both the Takeoff Checklist 
and the Associated Conditions of the 
Takeoff Distance chart recommend:

Landing Gear: RETRACT  
when positive rate of climb  

is established.

The original 1947 Model 35 Owner’s 
Manual states:

When a stabilized climb at 
75 to 80 mph is attained, retract  

the landing gear.

The obstacle clearance and initial 
climb information and performance 
data in the Beechcraft POHs is 

BPPP by Thomas P. Turner

What’s “Gear Up” With That?

www.bonanza.org
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predicated on retracting the landing 
gear as soon as the airplane has 
begun its  climb. 

Alternate Technique

It wasn’t until after I became more 
involved with ABS that I was exposed 
to a different takeoff philosophy. Many 
Bonanza (and Debonair) pilots prefer 
to retract the landing gear not imme-
diately upon attaining a positive rate 
of climb, but rather when they are at 
a position where they would not be 
able to land on the remaining runway 
surface. Instead of “positive rate, gear 
up,” their mantra is, “Retract when no 
usable runway distance remains.” 

You’ve got to admit this is a pru-
dent concept, especially in the 14-
volt electrical system Bonanzas and 
Debonairs (all Debonairs have 14-volt  
electrical systems). In these airplanes 
the landing gear takes a fairly signifi-
cant amount of time to complete its 
cycle – 7.5 seconds, to as much as 
about 12 seconds in the very oldest 
models. Contrast this with the 4.5 
second retract time in 28-volt Bonan-
zas, and all Barons and Travel Airs. In 
a 14-volt airplane, lose an engine just 
after takeoff and you might not be 
able to get the landing gear back 
down before you touch down. 

Beechcraft  
Pilot Proficiency 

Program
The Most Complete,  
Most Convenient and  
Most Cost-Effective  

Type-Specific  
Beechcraft Training

ABS’s goal is simple: To protect lives and to 
preserve the Beechcraft fleet, by significantly 
increasing the number of ABS members who 
receive The Best in Beechcraft Pilot Training.™

Here’s How it Works
1. Take the popular BPPP Beechcraft systems 

and techniques classroom training online,  
FREE, and on your schedule

2. Fly with a BPPP-standardized 
flight instructor near your  
home at a time that’s 
convenient for you

3. If you qualify, earn a  
Flight Review and/or an 
Instrument Proficiency 
Check

4. You’ll receive a BPPP 
Completion Certificate, 
which may qualify you  
for insurance discounts 
(ask your agent  
or broker)

Many aircraft insurance 
companies give up to 
a 10 percent discount 
on your policy for 
completing BPPP. 
For the first time, the 
insurance discount 
may pay most or  
even all the cost of 
your specialized Beechcraft training!

BPPP training is fun, informative, convenient 
and affordable. It makes you an even more 
capable and safer pilot.

For more information and to enroll, go to 
http://bonanza.org/pilot-training-bppp/ 
or call 316-945-1700.

Online courses: 
FREE to ABS 

members

Only $395 
for up to four 
hours of flight 

training!

FLYING MAGAZINE lauds BPPP:
“ABS really took type clubs  
to the digital age by offering  

BPPP Online….”
—Pia Bergqvist,  

in the April 2013 Flying Magazine



58	 AMERICAN BONANZA SOCIETY	 MARCH 2015

www.bonanza.org

It’d be a shame to be taking off on the 12,300-foot 
former Strategic Air Command bomber runway at  
Salina, Kansas, experience an engine failure 150 feet in  
the air, and land gear up with nearly two miles of pave- 
ment still ahead of you. By the same token, it doesn’t 
make sense to keep the landing gear down until there 
is no usable runway remaining at an airport like Salina, 
because in a good Kansas headwind you’d be at well 
above pattern altitude before you cross the departure end 
of the runway.

In the 28-volt airplanes the gear goes down extremely 
quickly. If the engine quit right after takeoff you could 
push the nose down, have some hesitation as you ensure 
you’re under control, and still extend the gear in time to 
land on the wheels almost every time. When I taught in 
the simulator at Beech Field, 28-volt Bonanza pilots never 
had trouble getting the gear back down when I presented 
this scenario.

Presumably the Beechcraft test pilots tried it both 
ways and determined that maximum obstacle clearance 
performance comes by retracting the gear right away 
after liftoff. Equally probable (perhaps even more so), 
the recommendation results from standardization in 
testing, because different density altitudes, headwind 
components, and runway lengths during certification 
testing meant the timing of “no usable runway distance 
remaining” varied with every takeoff. Only by creating a 
standardized retraction point (as soon as a positive rate of 
climb is confirmed) could engineers create the airplane 
performance charts.

Takeoff in a Twin

Taking off in a Baron or Travel Air, there’s an extremely 
good reason to retract the landing gear as soon as you 
attain a positive rate of climb. In almost all cases a Baron 
or Travel Air cannot climb on one engine with the landing 
gear extended. If an engine quits during takeoff and the 
Beech twin’s wheels are down, the airplane will quickly 
descend. If the pilot resists this descent, consciously or 
not, airspeed will rapidly decay and directional control 
will become increasingly difficult. The pilot who tries to 
keep the Baron or Travel Air flying on one engine with the 
gear down will very quickly find the airplane decelerates 
below Vmc speed, and all possibility of directional control 
is lost. 

This is why “positive rate, gear up” is always correct 
in a Baron or Travel Air. If an engine quits on takeoff, a 
Bonanza or Debonair will tend to remain directionally 
controlled unless disturbed by the pilot. If an engine fails 
on takeoff in a Baron or Travel Air, however, the airplane 
will tend to diverge from controlled flight on all three 
axes – roll, yaw, and pitch. It takes active pilot input to 
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prevent the airplane from going out 
of control. Climbing on one engine is 
only possible with the landing gear 
retracted. “Positive rate, gear up” 
minimizes the time a Baron or Travel 
Air pilot will be worse off than the 
pilot of a Bonanza or Debonair, if an 
engine fails shortly after liftoff.

So What’s Up  
With That?

So why did I see the pattern of 
liftoff, initial climb, shallow descent, 
gear up, and resume climb at that 
1997 ABS event? What is up with 
that? Having flown with a lot of 
Beech pilots in the years since, I’ve 
seen what’s happening from the 
instructor’s seat. The pilot takes off, 
establishes initial climb, and in order 
to determine when there is no usable 
runway remaining, leans forward 
and looks down. In doing so he/she 

invariably pushes forward on the 
control wheel – pitching the airplane 
down. Once the pilot determines 
it’s time to raise the gear, his/her 
attention focuses back to the horizon 
(or the attitude indicator), and the 
pilot pitches the airplane properly for 
the climb. 

I didn’t see this a lot in Baron 
pilots because they are pretty uni
formly taught “positive rate, gear 
up” as a result of the single-engine 
characteristics of their airplane. They 
don’t lean forward to look down at 
the runway after takeoff.

So what’s best for you? Well, it 
depends. Generally, I’m a “positive 
rate, gear up” guy, to get the best 
climb performance and standardize 
my takeoff technique. I’m not in a 
huge hurry; typically I’m 50-100 feet 
above ground before moving my 
hand to the landing gear switch. But I 

don’t purposely wait any longer than 
that. I have time to extend the gear 
before touchdown if I have to.

Of course I usually fly 28 -volt 
airplanes. In an older, slower-gear 
Beechcraft, I don’t retract the gear 
quite as quickly.  I’m probably 200-
250 feet in the air before command- 
ing gear up. Once I’ve established 
climb, however, I’m focused on the 
airplane and the sky, not the runway 
passing beneath the airplane’s nose.

Do whatever makes sense to you. 
You can delay gear retraction until 
there’s no usable runway remaining 
if you want. But if you do so, glance 
down to see the runway, don’t lean 
forward and look down, because 
invariably you’ll degrade your climb 
and actually descend before retract-
ing the gear. In the Beech twins, 
“positive rate, gear up” is always the 
proper technique. 

● Computer-Based Training on Instructional 
Techniques for Beech Bonanzas & Barons 

● Aircraft Systems, Procedures, Techniques  
and Flight Maneuvers Guides 

● Academy Graduates are Listed on the  
ABS Website Instructor Referral List for  
Over 9000 Beech Pilots 

● ABS Flight Instructor Mentor Program  
to Answer Your Questions About Teaching  
in Beechcraft

● Opportunity to Become Accredited in  
ABS’ Industry-Leading Beechcraft Pilot 
Proficiency Program (BPPP)

Learn “How to Teach Beech” with the American Bonanza Society’s

ABS Flight Instructor Academy

FREE to ABS Members
See Instructor Training
at www.bonanza.orgABS

Flight
Instructor
Academy

Great Flight Instructor Academy Course!

I’ve got nine type ratings, flew 31 years for a major air carrier, and 
continue flying a Gulfstream G550 after retiring from the airlines. I’ve 
done more courses than I can remember. This was as good or better 
than any online course I’ve done, and I learned a lot about Bonanzas 
and Barons that I never considered before taking the course.

Chris Evans 
V35B, N1579L, ABS member since 1999
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Cory Johnson is a Civil Air 
Patrol check pilot and examiner 
with a wide array of corporate 
and flight instruction experience. 
A Marine Corps and Air National 
Guard veteran, Cory holds CFI, 
CFII, MEI, and Advanced Ground Instructor ratings and has 
extensive G1000 and mountain flying experience. He’s a very 
active flight instructor and has given 55 hours of dual in Bonanzas 
alone in the past year. Cory owns a 1959 K35 Bonanza. 

Cory’s BPPP standardization instructor was Joe Irwin. Joe 
writes: “Cory did an excellent job in describing and demon
strating the BPPP maneuvers. I believe he will be an excellent 
addition to our BPPP instructor staff.”

Thanks for bringing your expertise to the service of ABS 
members, Cory.

Dave Lawlor recently moved  
from Maryland to northern 
California, where he is Chief 
Financial Officer for the Univer
sity of California at Davis. An 
active flight instructor, he is 
establishing a new Bonanza/Debonair and Baron clientele 
in Sacramento and the San Francisco Bay Area. A Garmin-
certificated Technologically Advanced Aircraft pilot, David  
is highly qualified in glass cockpit aircraft including the G36  
and G58. Although he sold his Baron as part of his cross- 
continent move, he does not expect to remain Beechless long. 

Thomas Turner handled David’s BPPP standardization. Tom 
writes: “David has an infectious enthusiasm for Beech airplanes 
and the safety of ABS members. It says a lot that completing 
his BPPP accreditation to serve ABS members was high on his 
priority list after relocating to California.”

Thanks, David, for your devotion to flying safety and service 
to the members of ABS.

New BPPP 
Instructors

W
elcome these newly accredited 

instructors in the Beechcraft Pilot 

Proficiency Program. Find their contact 

information under PILOT TRAINING/BPPP and  

FIND AN INSTRUCTOR at www.bonanza.org,  

and schedule your Beech-expert instruction.

Cory Johnson
Mooresville, North Carolina

“ I look forward to working  
with ABS and other instructors  
in the area to increase involve- 

ment in the BPPP and  
hopefully increasing activity  

in the Bonanza community.”

“ I’m delighted to take 
my aviation journey as a 

CFI to the next level. I love 
learning and will hopefully 

learn as much from this 
endeavor as from the 

students I serve.”
Robert Belisario

Syracuse, New York

“ I’m proud  
to be con- 
sidered part 
of the BPPP 
family, and 
I’m looking 
forward to 
working with 
ABS members 
here in 
Upstate  
New York.”

Rob is a career, full-time flight instructor with 
experience in Cessna 402s with Cape Air, and 
Caravans and MU-2s in the FedEx system. He’s 
logged more than 12,000 flight hours over 30 years 
in the northeastern United States and Canada, 
including 25 years as a flight instructor with 
over 6,000 hours dual given. Rob is also an FAA 
Designated Pilot Examiner.

Senior BPPP instructor Greg Keshishian served 
as Rob’s standardization pilot. Greg writes: “Rob 
Belisario is a very good guy and a solid, experienced 
instructor. He has the aviation skills and the right  
professional approach to be effective in our program. 
Since he  actively makes his living in the flight in- 
struction, DPE and pilot services business in Upstate 
New York, serving as a BPPP-accredited instructor 
will fit in nicely with his other  aviation  activities.”

Welcome aboard, David, and thank you for  
making your considerable skills and experience 
available to the members of ABS.

David Lawlor
Davis, California
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“ I have been 
looking forward  
to this for quite 
some time. I am 
excited about 
joining the team 
and meeting our 
other instructors.”

Sean grew up around Beechcraft and the family  
A36. A recent graduate of Embry Riddle Aeronautical  
University, Sean is instructing full-time at Epic Flight  
Center in New Smyrna Beach, Florida. He’s aiming for an 
airline or corporate cockpit but intends to be a life-long 
instructor as well. Sean holds CFI, CFII, and MEI ratings 
and includes Baron privileges with his Bonanza/Debonair 
BPPP accreditation. 

Retired United Airlines check pilot and BPPP instructor 
Mike Kelly was Sean’s BPPP standardization instructor. 
Mike writes: “Sean is not only qualified, he could be 
the poster child for our BPPP instructors. He is young, 
enthusiastic, and well versed in the Beech line of aircraft. 
Sean is a rare find for us and I intend to use him for my 
personal IPCs in my Baron.”

We’re excited you’ve chosen to serve ABS members, 
Sean. You represent the next generation of Beech-expert 
instructors and will likely do much to perpetuate ABS’ 
pilot training programs.

Sean Murphy
Port Orange, Florida

 ABS now has 74 BPPP-accredited 
instructors in 29 states, making it more 
convenient that ever for ABS members 
to receive Beech-expert flight training 
near their home. See the full list under 
PILOT TRAINING/BPPP and FIND AN INSTRUCTOR at 
www.bonanza.org. 
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Recently I was returning from 
Mexico and the weather in South-
ern California was crummy. But the 
freezing level was 10,000, quite high 
considering it was January. The most 
critical leg of my route home was from 
Calexico west over Julian VOR (JLI) 
to Oceanside and then northwest up  
the coast. The MEA over JLI is 8,000 
and I figured I would have a few de-
grees to play with, which turned out to 
be the case with the OAT not getting 
below 35°F at 9,000. Good thing, too, 
because the precipitation was moder-
ate in solid weather and would have 
resulted in a load of ice quickly in 
freezing conditions.

But the eye opening discovery for 
me was a ForeFlight feature on my iPad 
that could turn out to be a lifesaver. 

On the Map page of ForeFlight the 
pilot can select US IFR Low Altitude 
charts or US VFR Sectional charts. I 
was drilling along in IMC with the IFR 
charts displayed on my map page and 
as I approached JLI (which sits on the 
high point of a ridge separating the 
desert from the ocean) with the OAT 
at 35°F, my only out was a 180-degree 
turn until I got over lower terrain west  
of JLI. I was wondering where the point  
was where continuing west would 
allow a descent into warmer air, which 
of course is not precisely shown on 
the IFR charts. 

Bingo, I simply tapped VFR Sectional  
on the iPad and I knew my position 
exactly and what my altitude was above 
ground level. And more importantly, 
I knew what the terrain and ground 

elevation was in all quadrants in rela
tionship to my position and course.  
Without having to rely on the guidance 
of a controller in an emergency (ice 
over the mountains is just that), I would 
have the necessary and accurate in- 
formation right in front of me at all 
times. Wow. 

This really pertains to this accident 
described in the February 2015 “Safety 
Pilot” article. I like having the VFR chart 
just a tap away at all times. Simply tap 
the iPad screen, see what you are over, 
and tap back to the IFR chart. By using 
this ForeFlight feature, a pilot is in a 
much better position to know what 
options are available to escape ice (or 
with an engine failure) than what one 
has when looking at a Low Altitude IFR 
chart. —Tom Rosen 

Forum
ABS Idea and Information Exchange

The Forum section is intended as a space for members to respond to articles printed in the 
magazine, or to share their knowledge of a helpful idea for other members. Send your words and 
photos to absmail@bonanza.org.

Your Life Membership Benefits ABS and ASF!
 Supporting aging aircraft
 Working with the FAA to solve safety of flight areas of concern that impact the longevity and value of our fleet 
 Delivering BPPP pilot training and free online courses
 Conducting expert service clinic inspections of your Beech airplane
 Maintaining a world class staff of Beechcraft technical experts to research and offer the definitive answers to your questions
 Teaching and offering assistance to mechanics for Bonanzas, Debonairs, Travel Airs and Barons 

Your Life Membership Benefits You!
 Monthly ABS Magazine – for the rest of your life
 Part of your Life Membership supports the Air Safety Foundation: an investment in your airplane
 Framed Life Membership Certificate for your home or office
 Embroidered golf shirt with special life membership recognition design
 Your name will be published in the ABS Magazine yearly
 Never having the hassle of renewing your membership again – saving you time and ABS money
 Join over 700 members who have made a lifetime commitment to ABS

For more information on becoming an ABS Life Member:  
Contact Whit Hickman at 316-945-1700 or absmail@bonanza.org   
American Bonanza Society, P.O. Box 12888, Wichita, KS 67277 • Office Hours: 8:30 to 5:00 p.m. US Central Time, Mon.-Fri.

Being the owner of an aircraft has been my dream for more than  

30 years, and I have realized that dream with the support of my wife,  

who is also a pilot. Our goal is to travel across Europe, to that end  

I hope to pass my IFR this spring. For me, becoming an ABS Life  

Member is a must as I am convinced I will find great support in the  

ABS community. I would be sincerely happy to be able to give a  

hand or guide other present and future Bonanza owners who  

have the same goal as us…in a few words, Carpe Diem!

Bertrand Marbach
Pontarlier, France
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Tachometer problems 
Mike Murray, Loudonville, New York

 Q:  My 1995 A36’s tachometer has recently shown swings in RPM from  
0 rpm indicated to half value, and then jumps to the correct RPM reading. 

I have disconnected the wiring at the tach drive transducer and at the back of 
the tachometer on the panel. Connectors at both ends have been cleaned with 
contact cleaner and reconnected. This had no effect and no change resulted 
from the cleaning. How do I determine if the problem is with the transducer 
or the panel mounted tachometer?

A: The first thing I would do is disassemble the connector on the wire 
end of the tach generator connector, and check for a broken wire. It is 

common for the wires to break just outside the crimp on the connector pins, 
as the generator shakes with the engine. But the wire bundle is secured to 
the mount or firewall, putting stress on the wiring at the connector. If that is 
not the problem, then with the engine not running, turn on the master switch 
and check for a constant voltage at pin A of the cable side of the connector. 

As I recall, the wire between pin 3 on the indicator and pin A on the tach 
generator is power supplied to the generator. When running, the generator 
cuts the circuit and returns a pulsed (square wave) signal to the indicator 
via the wire between pins 4 on the indicator and pin B on the tach generator. 
While checking for voltage at pin A, have someone wiggle the wiring at the 
indicator, at the connector for the tach generator, and anywhere else the 
wiring is clamped. Per the wiring drawing, there are no other connectors in 
the circuit to test. If there is a steady voltage at pin A, remove the tachometer 
generator from the engine and reinstall the connector on it. Then, with the 
master switch on, drive the tachometer generator with an electric drill and 
again check for a steady voltage at pin A. If that remains constant, check for 
a pulsed output at pin B. This may require an oscilloscope as the square wave 
pulse is too fast for most volt meters to read. 

I have e-mailed the wiring diagram for the tachometer system in your 
aircraft. —LE 

Engine oil metal contamination 
Philip Poeppelman, North Charleston, South Carolina

 Q: How much metal in the oil is too much? Our alternator clutch failed, 
gouging the engine case. It does not look like there are any large pieces. 

The oil filter did have lots of aluminum in it. Are you in agreement with most 
A&Ps that this requires a teardown inspection?

A: A teardown inspection is required at the minimum. I suggest a complete 
overhaul since the metal travels throughout the engine. Make sure that you 

install the elastomeric clutch when you reinstall the alternator. Most teardown 
inspections are for propeller strikes and not metal contamination. The average 
teardown, inspection, and reassembly cost is $12,000 to $13,000. —BR 

Bob Ripley 
retired from Delta Airlines as  
a manager of line maintenance 
(Atlanta) and has run an  
FBO focusing on Beech 
maintenance for 20+ years.

Curtis Boulware has managed 
a Bonanza, Baron, and T-34 
Mentor-specific shop for 13  
years, winning numerous national 
awards for T-34 restorations.  
He earned his Private in a T-34 
and enjoys flying all models of  
the Beech piston family. 

John Collins  
has previously owned an  
FBO and avionics shops, and  
for several years has been  
ABS’s Avionics columnist.  
He owns a Bonanza and is  
a CFI/CFII. 

Louis Edmonds  
has over 25 years’ experience 
specializing in maintaining 
Bonanzas and Barons.  
His Edmonds Aircraft is  
a long-time ABS Service  
Clinic host FBO.

Tom Turner  
ABS-ASF Executive Director, 
holds a Master’s degree  
in Aviation Safety. He has 
specialized in Beech pilot 
instruction for over  
20 years.

Tech Tips
Tech Tips are answers to questions about a specific 
airplane, system or operation presented by an ABS  
member, and are the opinion of the Technical Advisor.   
Answers are the best information available based 
on indications presented by the ABS member asking 
the question.  Actual inspection of the aircraft or 
system in question may change an initial Tech Tips 
opinion.  Aircraft owners, pilots and readers are advised 
to physically present airplanes and indications to a 
qualified mechanic before choosing a course of action.
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Shimmy damper tools 
Alex Trevino, Gibsonia, Pennsylvania

 Q: Where can I get the tool to service the shimmy damper? 
I am looking for the one that pulls the inner piston to 

put more hydraulic fluid.

A: What you are looking for is simply a piece of 6/32 
threaded stock (about one foot long) and a nut 

to thread onto it. Prior to using this to pull the floating 
piston down, disassemble the shimmy damper and make 
certain there is no corrosion in the piston rod or main 
body of the damper. If either is corroded, you will find 
replacing your damper with the fluid-less Lord damper 
is less expensive than the replacement parts. If you wish 
to overhaul your shimmy damper, instructions are in the 
Beechcraft maintenance manual.

If not, then replace the O-rings, reassemble, and fill  
the damper. Insert the threaded rod into the clevis end of  
the shimmy damper and thread it into the piston. After 
you have filled the main body of the damper and put the 
end caps in, push the piston with the threaded rod in to 
the center of the damper. Fill the rod with fluid and, while 
pushing the floating piston at the cotter pin end of the 
piston rod into the piston rod, pull down on the threaded 
rod, which is attached to the clevis end floating piston.  
Spin the nut you put on the threaded rod up to the clevis  
end to retain the floating piston. Then install the spring, 
washer, and cotter pin at the other end. Next, remove the 
threaded rod and center the floating pistons. Then, spread 
the cotter pin inside the piston rod and check the dimension 
between the floating piston and end of the piston rod. 
It should be less than 2-3/16". If you’re not a certificated 
mechanic, have your mechanic inspect your work and make 
the required logbook entries to servicing and installing the 
shimmy damper. —LE 

Battery switch 
Felix Cohen, Rochester, New York

 Q:  Twice this year we have turned our 1972 A36’s battery 
master switch on and nothing happens. We toggle it 

a couple of times and we get power. The battery master 
relay was changed about four years ago, and the shunt was 
cleaned recently. Is the problem likely to be the master relay, 
or do you think it’s more likely the battery switch itself is 
the cause of the intermittent problem?

A: The battery switch provides a ground to the master 
relay to cause it to close. I would check to make sure 

the switch has a good ground connection and the wiring 
between the switch and the relay is in good shape. I have 
sent you a wiring diagram for your review. —BR
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Throwing generator belts 
Kevin Morris, Ross, California

 Q: My Baron’s right engine (IO-470L, 800 hours) was 
factory remanufactured and has thrown its generator 

belt several times. What could the cause be? Alignment 
appears good, and the generator bearings seem good, too. 
The pulley on the generator side was worn and replaced. 
I’ve ordered a replacement pulley on the engine accessory 
side since it appears worn, too. A dynamic balancing test 
found the propeller to be out of balance and so the prop 
has been overhauled. Could this problem be a detuned 
counterweight? What’s involved in a repair?

A1: We see this problem a lot on the B55 with the belt 
driven generator/alternator. In most cases it is a high 

time engine. In this case I suggest placing a long straight 
edge across both pulleys with the belt tight, and ensuring 
that the straight edge touches at all four positions on the 
edges of the pulleys. Any misalignment will cause issues. 
Double-check the rubber mount bushings in the generator 
mount with the belt off to see if there is any movement. The 
alignment is very critical.

You might want to think about changing over to an 
alternator kit if you do not locate the problem. They are a 
little more forgiving. —BR

A2: Several owners have had issues with the alternator 
kit’s bracket, but were able to get this resolved. 

Propeller balance seems to make a difference.

—Bob Butt, ABS Magazine  
Technical Review team

Propeller manual pitch motor 
William Kezele, Twin Falls, Idaho

 Q: I just took ownership of a 1956 G35. The Auto Mode 
for the prop has been de-activated. The past owner 

used the manual RPM adjustment. I can’t get it to turn on  
or to move. It worked for part of my ferry flight, then the  
next day came out of high RPM and moved to climb 
position…but now it doesn’t work. I checked voltage at 
the motor and it was 12.47 volts at both front posts when 
switch is moved up or down. It appears the motor isn’t 
working. Am I missing a step to test it on the ground? The 
gears look okay.

A: If you have voltage at the motor and a good motor 
ground, then the motor is suspect. You can have 

your A&P remove the brushes, and inspect them and 
the armature for wear. Clean the parts if they are dirty 
and covered in carbon dust. Reassemble and check again. 
If the brushes or armature are beyond limits, send the motor 
out for overhaul. —CB 
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Regulator  
intermittent in climb 

Robert Lunsford 
Colorado Springs 

Colorado

 Q: My V35 (D-8421) has no prob
lems while on ground, but two 

to three minutes into climb out the 
red alternator light flashed and then 
went out and the alternator stopped 
charging. I tried cycling the alternator 
and battery switch with no luck. During 
this time the radio had static and very 
poor performance. I shut down most of 
the electrical equipment and returned 
to the field. Just after touchdown the 
alternator started charging (the light 
went out) and the radios returned to 
normal. The aircraft was sitting outside 
for over a year when I bought it.

A: A couple of items to take a look 
at are:

1.	 Make sure that you have 12 volts 
at the “F” or “F1” terminal on the 
alternator with the battery and 
alternator switch in the ON position 
and engine not running. If you don’t 
have 12 volts it indicates a regulator 
issue. If you do have 12 volts it 
indicates an alternator issue.

2.	 If you have the Delco alternator 
with the small plastic connector 
where the “F” connects, make sure 
the plastic clip that holds the wire 
is plugged into the alternator and is 
not loose. This is a common issue 
with the Delco units. —BR 

Elevator  
control arms 

Darrin Curtis 
Woodland, California

 Q: I have a C33. What year did 
Beech switch from magnesium 

to aluminum control arms?

A: Aluminum fittings were installed 
starting with S/N CD-1235, which 

were built starting in 1970. —BR 

Electric fuel pump 
Travis Ward, Albany, Oregon

 Q:  I have a C35. Do you have any STC paperwork for the Delta Sigtronix  
fuel pump that used to be installed? Or paperwork for a different STC’d 

electric fuel pump for my Bonanza?

A: Give Randy James a call at 918-801-3147. He holds the STC to install a  
Dukes electric backup pump on your Bonanza. When you purchase  

the STC you will get the paperwork and all of the metal lines pre-bent. You  
will need to purchase a pump as per the part number on the STC. —BR 
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High oil temperature 
Duane Maxwell 

Visalia, California

 Q:   My A36 has an IO-550B. The oil temperature is in 
the red when flying. This has just started happening. 

My A&P has done an oil sample and it came back within 
tolerance for the flight hours. They have borescoped 
cylinders and found no abnormalities. We installed a probe 
for my JPI to compare to analog gage and the indicated 
temperatures match. The gauge wiring checked okay. We 
checked the crankshaft for free play at the propeller and 
it was okay. Now they are pulling the pushrod tubes to 
check the cam lifters and the cam. Any other ideas for 
high oil temp?

A1: Did anything else happen just before these 
indications started to occur? Where is the JPI oil 

temperature probe installed? If it is installed in the rear of 
the engine at the base of the oil cooler, it could be interfering 
with the oil temperature regulator called the vernatherm. 
If it is installed there I suggest moving it to the left front of 
the engine just above the timing plug. I would also use a 
candy thermometer and take the temp of the oil after it 
has been run and indicates hot. The temperature probe 
located at the base of the oil cooler tends to read incorrectly 
sometimes. —BR 

A2: Since the factory gauge matches the JPI, I suspect 
a problem with the vernatherm. 

—Bob Butt, ABS Magazine  
Technical Review team

Yoke drop 
Scott Perry 

Hood River, Washington

 Q:  The throw over yoke control arm in my Bonanza will 
on occasion drop a couple of inches for no reason. 

When I push it back up it will lock into place. I’ve had my 
mechanic take it apart and he can’t find anything wrong 
with the mechanism. My worry is that it may be symptomatic 
of an impending larger issue.

A: There is a T handle pin located on the yoke where  
it attaches to the column. This is the pin you pull  

out to throw the yoke over to the other side. The pin should 
be spring loaded so you have to override the spring to pull 
it out. These springs break at times.

Check the hole in the actual column to ensure that it 
is not deformed so much it allows the pin to slip out. The 
end of the pin will also break the end sometimes. In some 
cases just a good lube of the pin and several actuations will 
solve the issue. —CB 
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Replacement oxygen regulators 
Andrew Birrell, London, United Kingdom

 Q:  I need to replace the two O2 regulators in the built-in oxygen system of my 
B36TC, EA-595. Are you able to advise me where I may be able to source 

these? The local UK supplier is suggesting a price that seems unrealistically high.

A: I just had a set of those very same O2 regulators repaired by Aerox: 1-800-
237-6902, www.aerox.com. —CB 

Fuel sender 
Richard Newman, Bethesda, Maryland

 Q:  My 2010 G36 Bonanza just started intermittently X-ing out my fuel quantity 
indication for the right tank. It began immediately after I filled the tanks. 

Where are the access panels for the two fuel transmitters, and what’s the 
easiest first step in troubleshooting? Is it likely to be the outboard sender since 
it is happening with a full tank? Can I test the resistance without removing the 
outboard sender from the wing?

A: The fuel transmitter is located under the same plate as the filler port for 
the outboard transmitter, and under the access plate just outboard of the 

fuselage on the upper wing surface for the inner transmitter. 
There is an article on the ABS website on how to troubleshoot the fuel 

indicating system. Log in at www.bonanza.org, scroll over MAINTENANCE 
AND OPERATION, and click on AIRCRAFT TECHNICAL INFORMATION.  
On that page click on your airplane’s 
original engine configuration, in this 
case IO-520/550. On the page that 
results, scroll down to Troubleshooting 
Information and click on the link to 
the article. 

The transmitters must be removed 
to accurately check them. Air Parts of 
Lock Haven (800-443-3117) can repair 
them at a very reasonable cost. —BR 

Rudder AD 
Kim Cort, Arlington, Washington

 Q: Where can I get the rudder kit 
SA4899NM for my A36TC? Kit 33-

6001-1S is very expensive from Beech.

A: Contact General Forming at 310-
326-0624. They provide the DW1 

and DW2 reinforcement kits to comply 
with the AD and remove the repetitive 
inspection. The two kits take a couple 
of hours to install and then you will 
no longer have to remove the rudder. 
This is a much cheaper option than 
replacing the spar and complying with 
SA4899NM. —BR 
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Steering rod  
idler arm  

repair 
David Ackard 

Claridge, Pennsylvania

 Q:   The bushing (P/N A-779) in  
my C33’s steering rod idler arm 

(35-825052) is worn to the point it 
needs to be replaced. Can you tell 
me where I can find a procedure for 
replacing this bushing that can be 
performed in the field? Or do you 
know of anyone who can perform this 
procedure for me?

A: The bushing replacement is 
easily done in the field. Re- 

move the idler arm, then press out  
the old bushing using a socket with 
slightly smaller outside diameter than 
the outside diameter of the bush- 
ing and an arbor press. Press in the 
new bushing in the same manner.  
Re-install. —CB 

Engine mount life 
Alex Trevino, Gibsonia, 

Pennsylvania

 Q:  What is the life expectancy of 
IO-520B engine mounts? When 

are these expected to be changed, 
after years in service or hours of use? 
Upon inspection? What are the signs 
indicating a change is imminent?

A1: In a normal operation the 
engine mounts will last be

tween engine replacement at TBO 
up to approximately 2,000 hours. If 
the engine is leaking oil or a lot of 
solvents are used to clean the engine 
and is left on the mounts, they will 
start to deteriorate early. The best 
way is a condition inspection. Look 
for cracking, splitting, and separation 
between the rubber and metal sections 
of the mount. If you are beginning to 
get a vibration, it may be an indication 
of a mount issue. —BR 

A2: The Beech 33/35 shop manual 
recommends rotating the 

engine mounts every 100 operating 
hours. Sadly, almost no one does this. 
In addition to inspecting the engine 
mounts themselves, look for an 
asymmetric position of the propeller 
spinner in the forward cowl that would 
be an indication one or more of the 
engine mounts is sagging. 

—Bob Butt, ABS Magazine 
Technical Review team

New Life Membership
ABS extends a warm welcome  

to these members who have recently  
become ABS Life Members.

Paul Homburger 
Los Gatos, California

 Dana Perez 
Seguin, Texas



ABS’S GOAL IS SIMPLE: To protect lives  
and to preserve the Beechcraft fleet, by significantly  
increasing the number of ABS members who receive  
The Best in Beechcraft Pilot Training.™

HERE’S HOW BPPP WORKS

1. Take the popular BPPP Beechcraft 
systems and techniques classroom train-
ing online, FREE, and on your schedule

2. Fly with a BPPP-standardized flight 
instructor near your home at a  
time that’s convenient for you

3. If you qualify, earn a Flight Review and/ 
or an Instrument Proficiency Check

4. You’ll receive a BPPP Completion 
Certificate, which may qualify you  
for insurance discounts (ask your  
agent or broker)

Many aircraft insurance companies give  
up to a 10 percent discount on your policy 
for completing BPPP. For the first time,  
the insurance discount may pay most 
or even all the cost of your specialized 
Beechcraft training!

Only $395
Includes online  

and up to four hours  
of flight training!

My flying experiences include the Air Force, airlines and general aviation. Early in my flying 
career I learned that flying safely requires knowledge and proficiency. When I bought my 
Baron I wanted a training program that would give me what I needed to be safe. The BPPP 
course was an extremely valuable training program that helped me achieve that goal. The 
Ground School was very informative and completed at home on my schedule. The Flight 
portion was flown with Travis “Buz” Witherington, a knowledgeable, dedicated instructor 
who displayed the highest degree of professionalism and proficiency. And this also was 
completed on my schedule. I gained an increased knowledge of and a much higher level  
of proficiency in flying my 58P Baron. This was a great experience, it was fun learning and  
I strongly encourage everyone to  
participate in ABS’ Beechcraft  
Pilot Proficiency Program.  
Thanks ABS Air Safety  
Foundation!

Tony Crescimanno 
Thomaston, Georgia

The Most Complete,  
Most Convenient and Most  
Cost-Effective Type-Specific 
Beechcraft Training

BPPP training is fun, informative, convenient and affordable. It makes you an even more capable and safer pilot. 
For more information and to enroll, go to http://bonanza.org/pilot-training-bppp/or call 316-945-1700.
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DON’T MAKE AN EXPENSIVE MISTAKE! Call me for a Free 
Consultation on your purchase of a Bonanza or Baron before you 
Pre-Buy. Visit my website at www.beechcraftbuyers.com. Or call 
850-240-7243.  476

Thinking of selling your Bonanza? Call me; I have buyers 
looking for good clean Bonanzas. BeechcraftBuyers.com,  
850-240-7243.  478

BEECH WANTED!!! All models, run-outs okay, needing  
P&I/Radio upgrades OK, fast discriminate transaction on your 
ramp 20 years experience/references. Jim 760-803-3093, avloc@
yahoo.com.  459

1979 A36 Bonanza – 1979 A36 4100TT 950 Since Colemill 
Conversion. IO 550; NDH; Paint/Interior nice (1994); 430 WAAS; 
Garmin 796; EX500 Avidyne; King KX155 Nav/Com; DeShannon 
tip tanks; S-Tec 55 autopilot; Garmin transponder; Strikefinder; 
Insight GEM; $159,000. Call David 918-348-2420.  553

Beechcraft – Model A45, N4002F, Year 1955, T34 complete 
overhaul, eng only, 7 hrs. Airforce complete frame restore 1993. 
$150,000. Call 713-826-1467.  550 

Aircraft for Sale – Beech Baron 58P Model, N100N, Full Panel, 
A.C. Seventh – Twin to Fly Solo around the world, 2002. $250,000. 
713-826-1467.  549

1970 V35B with TKS System – V35B 5850 TT, 1500 SFRM. 
Weather capable with TKS de-icing system, NEXRAD radar, 
traffic, and text weather displayed on Garmin 530W subscription 
free through GDL 88 ADS-B in/out and Strikefinder. Century III 
with alt hold. Very sharp in/out. Paint & interior 9/10. Very well 
maintained by 2nd owner. NDH, full logs. Next annual 11/2015. 
$95,000, bonanza@peckltd.com, 262-240-0202.  535

1957 H35. “Probably the most beautiful and well equipped 
35’s on the market today.” Garmin GNS530, GMA340, GTX327, 
dual Aspen glass panels, dual synthetic vision, IO-470 with 950 
hours (approx), extremely high compression, S-Tec 50, gap seals, 
strobe, impeccable maintenance/records, leather interior, new 
tires, spark plugs, brakes. Same shop for upgrades and annuals 
for well over a decade. Always hangared. $70,000 Jim 206-422-
2091. http://www.bonanza378b.com/  509

1977 BE55 – Be the third owner of this well cared for plane. 
Low airframe and newly OH engines/props will make for 
difficult comparison. If you are seriously shopping, please call. 
Reasonable offers will be considered. 2940TT, 110 SMOH both, 
110 SPOH both (3 blade), GNS430, EX500, color radar, C IV A/P, 
slaved NSD360, GTX327, VGs, dual yoke, GAMIs. co-pilot inst, 
hangared. Contact Ed: 205-807-5800 or n6810y@yahoo.com. 348

***** Bonanza 3 Place Bench STC – $500 ***** Turn your  
4 place V-tail Bonanza into 5 place with this new STC! matt.
grondin@hotmail.com (817) 528-4638.  545

INSTRUCTION

Instrument Rating in Ten Days – Earn your instrument rating 
in only ten days. Glass or traditional instruments. $9995 includes 
aircraft and Redbird full-motion simulator training). Details at 
877-212-0951 or www.FlyTexasAmerican.com.  438

Complete the ground portion of your Flight Review – in your 
own home, on your schedule. Logbook endorsement guaranteed 
for only $29.95! Visit www.WINGsRealityEDU.com.  394

Baron and Bonanza Instruction – Tennessee based (will 
travel) Stephen Hammers, CFI, CFII, MEI, ATP – 25+ yrs. Exp. 
BPPP Instructor. Baron E55 and 58P Owner, Initial and Recurrent 
Training, Instrument Competency Check or Insurance Checkout. 
Call 615-479-7195.  479

Bonanza, Baron and P-Baron Instruction – Gold Seal and 
Master CFI. Insurance approved P-Baron initial and recurrent 
training, Garmin and G-1000 instruction, insurance check-outs, 
instrument and ME ratings, assistance with purchases. Gerry 
Parker, 713-826-6663 (TX). gparker@pmkc.com.  475

EQUIPMENT, PARTS, SERVICE
Bonanza Parts – Specializing in 35 and 36 Bonanzas. We 
dismantle many Bonanzas for parts! A thru P, M thru V35A-B,  
A36, B36, Debonair, A-F33. Email bonanzaparts@gmail.com 
or call requests to 530-661-1696. Visit our web page, www.
bonanzaparts.biz.  485

Classified Advertising Rates: Members 75¢/word; $5/month for Web placement.  
Non-members $1.25/word; $15/month for Web placement. 25 word minimum. 

Display Classified Advertising Rates: $195 per month. Ad size is 3-3/8"  
by 2-7/8". Include a full color picture of your item along with up to 50 words.

Format: Grouped initials count as one word. Telephone numbers and e-mail  
addresses count as two words. All other words count as one.

Terms: Prepaid with order, no agency discounts.

Closing Date: Must be received by 5th of month before placement.

To Place: Ads need to be submitted in writing. Mail to P.O. Box 12888,  
Wichita, KS 67277; Fax to 316-945-1710; or use the ABS Advertising Links  
at www.bonanza.org.

Questions: If you have questions call 316-945-1700.

Classified Advertising

AIRCRAFT FOR SALE, RENT, PARTNERSHIP

Bonanza/Baron initial + recurrent programs. Train in 
FAA approved model specific simulators based on BE36 and 
BE58 aircraft. Located in Seattle’s Ballard community, our 
programs fulfill insurance requirements and are taught by 
instructors with thousands of hours of experience. Luxury 
hotel accommodations available at discounted rates. www.
modern-pilot.com; 888-751-1011.  375
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Wanted: Dual control yokes, single 
control yoke, handle, or any parts to 
them laying in your hangar. Have some 
avionics, may trade. Call 580-430-1414, 
email: airmech@sctelcom.net.  (00)

FLIGHT CONTROLS. We re-skin 
Elevator, Flaps, Ailerons and Wings for 
33 to King 300. Call today for a quote 
for maintenance or pre-buy inspection 
all work done by FAA Cert Technicians. 
Davis Martin Strures DBA Control Center 
LLC 405-401-7757.  255

Hot Prop Kit – Complete slip ring, 
cockpit switch, AMP gauge, etc, removed 
at 384hrs from new to install TKS, new 
cost $6k, sell $1250.00 208-301-3811.  537

Parts – New cygnet aluminum nose gear 
brace assembly with bearings CA35-
825110-4. Fits Model 35 D1 thru D6561 
& Model 33 CDI thru CD370. Cruiseair 
Aviation 760-789-8020.  554

Equipment, Parts and Services – S or V 
model 5th seat complete and in excellent 
condition $850. PISCO 194 B-2A vacuum 
pump working when removed $500. 520 
oil dipstick $25. 620-534-3173.  552

Engine Upgrade? STC’d IO-550-B Engine 
Conversions for S35, V35, V35A, V35B, 
C33A, E33A, E33C, F33A ,F33C, G33, 36, 
and A36 Bonanzas. IO-470C or IO470-N 
Engine Conversions for A35 thru G35 
Bonanzas & 33 thru F33. Other Mods, 
shoulder harness assemblies, instrument 
panel conversions, SS battery boxes, 
seat conversions. All Bonanza Mods. 
Hammock Aviation Services, Inc. 972- 
875-4279. Ennis,TX. www.hammock 
aviation.com.   487

Right Window vented – LP Aero 
number 230.250 CL. Never used, in box, 
$100 plus freight. Two Engine covers, wing 
covers, elevator covers for Travelair. $250 
plus freight. Larry 208-587-8932. 556

Baron Covers – New 6 piece Bruce’s 
Airplane covers to completely protect  
the BE-58. Never used; still folded in 
carry bags. Cost $2400; make offer.  
239-676-9508 or e-mail to rhile4875@
comcast.net.  548

Spar Mod. Kit Installation Bonanza/
Baron. Calkins Aero Service, Inc. – 
Houston, TX. 281-579-6674, caero@
sbcglobal.net.  491

Wings tips for A-36 – Removed as  
new at 384hrs TT, $1095 for both – 208-
301-3811.  539

Standby Vacuum System – Complete 
factory A-36 system, all plumbing, panel 
switch etc and both vacuum pumps, 
removed at 554 hrs from new, $1750.  
208-301-3811.  538

Baffles for A-36 – Removed at 460 
hrs from new, cools same as my new 
D’Shannon. All hardware and seals, 
anodized Cont. Gold, $950. 208-301-
3811.  536

Elevators, 33 thru Baron. FAA-approved 
repair station #209-53. Biggs Aircraft.  
405-258-2965, Fax 405-258-3016.  486

Reskin Your Elevators in “Aluminum”. 
“No more Corrosion Problems”. Models 
33,34,36,95,55 and 58. Replace one 
Elevator at a time. Exchange and Paint 
available. One price covers all. Built 
in certified. Fixtures by Experienced 
Technicians FAA CRS U5LRO68X FAA-
PMA (877)364-8003 or 952-447-7737. 
Email: airplanesrs@msn.com. Web: www.
srsaviation.com.  463
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Fuel Gauge Printed Circuit Modules 
Rebuilt F33, V35, A36 Bonanza and 
Barons. Guaranteed. Replaced if 
defective. $525.00 ea. Exchange. Send 
old unit or call: Birks Aviation Products, 
3520 W Saymore Lane, Peoria, IL 61615; 
309-686-0614; e-mail: jbirks2@att.net.  488

SmartSpace Extended Baggage 
– for Beechcraft 36/A36 – New STC/
PMA give your pre-1979 A36 the same 
baggage capabilities as the latest G36! 
Installs in 1-2 days with minimum effort. 
www.ApproachAviation.com; 978-314-
4626.  425

ENGINE BAFFLE: Replace your 470 
series or E225 engine Baffle with PMA 
Engine Baffle, Twice as thick As OEM. 
Also available are PMA Push Pull handles 
(Aluminum). FAA CRS U5LRO68X FAA-
PMA (877)364 8003 or 952-447-7737, 
e-mail: airplanesrs@msn.com, web: www.
srsaviation.com.  405

ENGINES – IO-550-B 1200 SNEW, “special” 
edition, ‘0’ SMOH, complete with acces
sories, outright or exchange; will take 
trades. One Stop Aviation (760) 721-1389 
or e-mail engines1@cox.net.  378

Cylinders – Hard to find E-Series 
Cylinders, plus IO-470 & IO-520 Over
hauled Stud Assy One Stop Aviation (760) 
721-1389 or e-mail engines1@cox.net.  377

Mike’s Upholstery: Custom interiors, 
singles-light twins. FAA certified. Same 
location since 1968. North Omaha Airport 
(3NO). Omaha, NE. Mike Roney 402-572-
8788.  490

Bonanza Inspections, maintenance, 
and repair. Quality service with rea-
sonable prices. Owner assists available. 
Dynamic Propeller Balancing. Bonanza 
owner with 25+ years experience. Brian 
Stout, A&P, IA. Flying S Aviation. RHV, San 
Jose, CA. 408-258-9462.  492

RIGGING TOOL RENTAL. Increase 
safety, performance and control with 
ABS rigging tools $100 plus two-way 
shipping for 12-day rental. Available 
tools are an Aileron travel board and 
one each Ruddervator (D-1 through 
D-2680) and Ruddervator (D-2681 and 
after) travel boards. RESERVE AHEAD 
for your inspection/repair. ABS HQ 316-
945-1700.  493

FLIGHT CONTROLS RESKINNED: 
Flaps, Ailerons and Ruddervators 33 to 
King Air. Exchange and Paint available. 
One price covers all. Built in certified 
Fixtures by Experienced Technicians. FAA 
CRS U5LRO68X FAA-PMA. (877) 364-8003 
or 952-447-7737, e-mail: airplanesrs@msn.
com, web: www.srsaviation.com.  462

Dual & Single Control Yokes large 
handles, trim knobs, all misc. parts for 
control yokes, exchange your faded 
& cracked handles for our like new 
refinished ones. Exchange singles for  
dual & vice versa. Call for quote, we 
buy any duals, singles or any parts. Air 
Mech, Inc., 580-430-1414 email: airmech@
sctelcom.net. For 20 years: Being your 
best source for affordable yokes is our 
specialty.  474

Seat Specialists – Seat recline cylinders 
repaired, seat repair, seat replacement 
parts. Call Chuck at AvFab (660)885-8317 
or chuck@avfab.com.  482

Tables, new and used available. 
Contact Chuck 660-885-8317 or chuck@
avfab.com.  483
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Dual Yoke Rental. Baron/Bonanza. 
$300 plus shipping for first 2 months, 
$125/mo thereafter. Steve Weaver 843-
475-6868 (WV). 481

BARON A/C STC KITS FOR SALE!  
Cool Air ™ approved for 55 thru 58TC 
series Barons. Total electric, remote 
mounted. Capable of ground cooling, 
light weight R134 certified. Call Gary 
Gadberry at Aircenter, Inc. 423-893-
5444(TN) or e-mail aircntr@aol.com, 
www.aircenterinc.com.  480

Cover-Ups by Denise. Expanded vinyl 
gear & flap actuator covers for Bonanzas 
and Barons. Uplock cover – $38.00. Retract 
rod cover – $40. Steering rod cover – $20. 
Wing Flap actuator cover set – $47. NEW!! 
Chamois main gear cover set – $69. Charge 
for shipping and handling. Call or fax 
Denise at 321-725-9226.  489

REAL ESTATE &  
GETAWAYS

SPRUCE CREEK FLY-IN REALTY – 
RESIDENTIAL AIRPARK, www.fly-in.com. 
Daytona Beach, Florida. ABS Sponsor, 
members. Home of over 60 Bonanza’s 
and Baron’s. Gated Country Club 
Community with its own Airport, 4000' 
paved runway 2 180' wide, 5/23. Private 
GPS approach. (7FL6). Taxiway Homes 
from $540,000, condo’s from $130,000. 
Golf/Nature Homes from $180,000. Lenny 
Ohlsson, Broker, SPRUCE CREEK FLY-IN 
REALTY, 800-932-4437, e mail: sales@ 
fly-in.com.  477

Threshold Ranch Residential Airpark 
Brief description: Premium Texas 
residential airpark in NW San Antonio/
Boerne area. Large 3/4 to 1 acre lots 
starting in the 80’s. Gated, City water, 
underground electric/gas, curbed streets, 
paved backyard taxiways. IFR full ser- 
vice airport (5C1). Thresholdranch.com, 
Kevin Best 210-260-5111. Contact e-mail: 
kafleming@mac.com.  240

WANTED

IO-470l Heavy Case – Wanted: Cont. 
IO-470L Heavy Case. Runout okay. 937-
726-1462.  533

GX 55/55/60 or 65 GPS – Must be 
fully operational. Also turn coordinator 
(24v). TAS indicator. Twin mechanical 
tachometer. Three in one instrument 
gauges for Travelair. Larry 208-587-8932. 

Safety Pilots Wanted – Safety pilots 
and/or instructors wanted for Bonanza 
A36 weekend flyer. Year 2000 BE-36 based 
in Caldwell, New Jersey KCDW. Minimum 
experience: 750hr, 250 complex, 25hr in 
make/model. Contact chase.sheridan@
gmail.com, (718) 913 7714.  512

MISC

Bonanza/Baron Jacks. One set of 
Bonanza/Baron jacks. Hardly used. Must 
be picked up. $200. Contact Lynn Nelsen 
for details, 863-635-7916.  547
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President:
Bob Goff (Area 3)	 * 2015 
1963 South Creek Blvd. 
Port Orange, FL 32128 
Phone: 231-342-8040 
robert.goff6@gmail.com

Vice President:
Ward Combs (Area 6) 	 * 2015 
10474 Stardust Lane 
Blair, NE 68008 
Phone: 402-426-8041 
wacii@prestox.com

Treasurer:
Cameron G. Brown (Area 4)	 * 2016 
16496 State Hwy 96, Rockford, IL 62370 
Phone: 815-490-6750 
camsybil@gmail.com

Secretary:
Paul Damiano (Area 1)	 2016 
513 Forest Lake Rd. 
Dalton, NH 03598 
Phone: 860-306-3441 
pjdbonanza@msn.com

Stuart Spindel (Area 2)	 2016 
P.O. Box 484, Hawesville, KY 42348 
Phone: 270-316-7537 
stuspindel@gmail.com

Jay Burris (Area 5)	 2017 
9 W. Kitty Hawk St. 
Richmond, TX 77406 
Phone: 713-855-7381 
wjb75028@yahoo.com

Chep Gauntt (Area 7)	 2017 
3025 Rickenbacker Dr. 
Pasco, WA 99301 
Phone: 509-521-4245 
crgauntt@gmail.com 

John Annable, M.D. (Area 8)	 * 2015 
20911 Earl St. #440 
Torrance, CA 90503 
Phone: 310-542-0455 
johnannable6@msn.com

Howard Johnson (at large)	 2017 
11400 S East 8th St 455 
Bellevue, WA 98004 
206-919-3639 
hojoav8@gmail.com

* Second and/or final term

ABS Board
Area 1:	 Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, 

New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont.

Area 2:	 Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Maryland, Michigan, 
Washington, D.C., West Virginia, Canada,  
and all other foreign countries except Mexico.

Area 3:	 Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia.

Area 4:	 Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Minnesota, Wisconsin.

Area 5:	 Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico, Texas, Mexico.

Area 6:	 Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, Idaho, Nebraska, 
Nevada, North Dakota, Montana, South 
Dakota, Utah, Wyoming.

Area 7:	 Alaska, Oregon, Washington, northern 
California counties north of the northern 
boundary of Kern, San Luis Obispo, and  
San Bernardino Counties.

Area 8:	 Southern California, including the counties  
of Santa Barbara, Ventura, Kern, San Luis 
Obispo, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San 
Diego, San Bernardino and Imperial Counties, 
plus Hawaii.

Past Presidents
1967	-	1971:	 B.J. McClanahan, MD

1971	-	1973:	 Frank G. Ross *

1973	-	1975:	 Russell W. Rink *

1975	-	1976:	 Hypolite T. Landry, Jr., MD

1976	-	1977:	 Calvin B. Early, MD, PhD

1977	-	1978:	 Capt. Jesse F. Adams, USN(R) *

1978	-	1979:	 David P. Barton *

1979	-	1980:	 Alden C. Barrios

1980	-	1981:	 Fred A. Driscoll, Jr.*

1981	-	1983:	 E.M. Anderson, Jr.*

1983	-	1984:	 Donald L. Monday *

1984	-	1985:	 Harry G. Hadler *

1985	-	1986:	 John E. Pixton *

1986	-	1987:	 Charles R. Gibbs

1987	-	1988:	 Joseph McClain, Ill

1988	-	1989:	 Lee Larson *

1989	-	1990:	 William H. Bush *

1990	-	1991:	 Ray L. Leadabrand *

1991	-	1992:	 James C. Cassell, III *

1992	-	1993:	 Warren E. Hoffner

1993	-	1994:	 John H. Kilbourne

1994	-	1996:	 Barrie Hiern, MD *

1996	-	1997:	 Ron Vickrey

1997	-	1998:	 Willis Hawkins *

1998	-	1999:	 William C. Carter

1999	-	2000:	 Tilden D. Richards

2000	-	2001:	 Jon Roadfeldt

2001	-	2002:	 Harold Bost

2002	-	2003:	 Jack Threadgill *

2003	-	2004:	 Jack Hastings, MD

2004	-	2006:	 Craig Bailey

2006	-	2007:	 Jon Luy

2007	-	2008:	 Arthur W. Brock

2008	-	2009:	 Bill Stovall

2009	-	2010:	 Ron Lessley

2010:			  Stephen Blythe

2010	-	2011:	 Lorne Sheren, MD 

2011	-	2013:	 Keith Kohout	 * Deceased

Term Expires Term Expires
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Additional details are available  
at www.bonanza.org, under News & Events.  
More extensive coverage of “regional” fly-ins can 
be found on their websites (see web addresses below). 

ABS Events
Please post all your events on the ABS website www.bonanza.org.

Regional & International Societies 
Visit these websites for more information.

AUSTRALIAN BONANZA SOCIETY • www.abs.org.au
BRAZILIAN BONANZA SOCIETY • www.bonanzaclube.com
EUROPEAN BONANZA SOCIETY • www.beech-bonanza.org
MIDWEST BONANZA SOCIETY • www.midwestbonanza.org
NORTH EAST BONANZA GROUP • www.northeastbonanzagroup.com
NORTHWEST BONANZA SOCIETY • www.nwbonanza.org
ROCKY MOUNTAIN BONANZA SOCIETY • www.rmbonanza.org
PACIFIC BONANZA SOCIETY • www.pacificbonanza.org
SOUTHEASTERN BONANZA SOCIETY • www.sebs.org
SOUTHWEST BONANZA SOCIETY • www.southwestbonanza.com

MARCH 6-7 
BPPP LIVE with the North East Bonanza Group – Reading, PA (KRDG).  
See www.northeastbonanzagroup.com

MARCH 19-22 
ABS/ASF Service Clinic at Waypoint Aviation – Riverside, CA (KRAL)

APRIL 10-12 
ABS Maintenance Academy at Poplar Grove Airmotive – Poplar Grove, IL

APRIL 21-26 
ABS at Sun n Fun – Lakeland, FL (KLAL)

MAY 14-17 
ABS/ASF Service Clinic at P-Factor Aviation – Perkasie (Philadelphia), PA (KCKZ)

MAY 28-31 
ABS/ASF Service Clinic at Poplar Grove Airmotive – Poplar Grove, IL (C77)

JUNE 4-7 
ABS/ASF Service Clinic at Honeycutt Aviation – Marysville, CA (KMYV)

JUNE 18-21 
ABS/ASF Service Clinic at AviatMall – Wilmington, NC (KILM)

JULY 20-26 
ABS at AirVenture – Oshkosh, WI (KOSH)

AUGUST 13-16 
ABS/ASF Service Clinic at SpanaFlight – Puyallup, WA (KPLU)

SEPTEMBER 18-20 
ABS Maintenance Academy at the Beechcraft Heritage Museum – Tullahoma, TN

SEPTEMBER 17-20 
ABS/ASF Service Clinic at Leading Edge Aviation – Spencer, IA (KSPW)

OCTOBER 1-4 
ABS Convention and Trade Show – Orlando, FL

OCTOBER 15-18 
ABS/ASF Service Clinic at Beaver Air Services – Spring, TX (KDWH)
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A m e r i c A n

B o n A n z A
S o c i e t y

www.bonanza.org

ABS exists to promote aviation safety  
and flying enjoyment through education and 
information-sharing among owners and 
operators of Bonanzas, Barons, Debonairs 
and Travel Airs throughout the world.

www.bonanza.org 
1922 Midfield Road, P.O. Box 12888  

Wichita, KS 67277 
Tel: 316-945-1700 • Fax 316-945-1710 

e-mail: absmail@bonanza.org 

Office Hours: 
Monday thru Friday; 8:30 am – 5:00 pm 

(Central Time)

ABS Executive Director 
J. Whitney Hickman, whit@bonanza.org

ABS-ASF Executive Director 
Thomas P. Turner, asf@bonanza.org

Technical Questions 
absmail@bonanza.org or 316-945-1700

BPPP Questions 
bppp@bonanza.org or 316-945-1700

Membership 
absmail@bonanza.org

Convention 
absevents@bonanza.org

ABS Store 
www.bonanza.org or 316-945-1700

Membership Services 
Monthly ABS Magazine • ABS Technical 
Advisors • Beechcraft Pilot Proficiency 
Program • Aircraft Service Clinics • Air 
Safety Foundation Research • Annual 
Convention • Affiliated Aircraft Insurance 
with Falcon Insurance • Members-only 
Website Section • Regulatory & Industry 
Representation • ABS Platinum Visa®  
(with Beechcraft Parts Discounts) • 
Educational Books, Videos & Logo 
Merchandise • Tool Rental Program •  
The ABS Flyer a monthly e-newsletter  
• Professionally Staffed Headquarters
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